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REPLY OF THE REV. MR. GAUNT-
LETT TO THE REMARKS OF
THE REV. MR. COLEMAN AND
BASILICUS.

To the Editors oftheJewish Expositor.

Gentlemen,

The doctrine of the Millennium,

as stated and explained by me in

an exposition of the book of Re-
velation lately published, having

been opposed by two writers in

the Jewish Expositor, the Rev .

Mr± Coleman and Basi/icus, I

take the liberty of requesting your

insertion of this paper as a reply

to the strictures of these gentle-

men, and as a defence of the doc-

trine as it seems generally to be

received in the present age of the

church.

There does uot appear now to

be any doubt whether there will,

or will not be a Millennium , as

the affirmative side of the ques-

tion is universally admitted. The
point in dispute is, whether the

passage of Scripture which ex-

pressly predicts this era, is to be
understood literally or figu-
ratively . It is undoubtedly a

matter of the greatest consequence
rightly to determine this question,

VOL. VII.

as the doctrine of the Millennium
must confessedly be admitted to

be a subject of the highest im-
portance to the church of God.
If the passage of Scripture which
predicts it, contained in Rev. xx.
1—9. be a prophecy, which, in

contradistinction to all the other

predictions of this allegorical and
mysteriousbook, is to beexplained
literally ; and if the blessed and
glorious Redeemer is, in a short

time, (the prophecy being arrived

at the dawn of its fulfilment) to

revisit the earth, to raise the pious

dead, personally to set up his

throne at Jerusalem, and to make
that place the tribunal of judg-
ment. ; this would be a doctrine

so infinitely momentous in itself

and in its consequences, that it

ought to be universally known
by the church, and constantly

to be published by all the mi-

nisters of religion. On the other

hand, if the text will- not bear

this literal interpretation, as in the

judgment of a very large majority

ofcritics and commentators, as well

as of the generality of plain and
pious students of the Scripture, it

certainly will not; then surely the

peace of the church ought not to

A A
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be disturbed, nor should her con-
fidence in the common faith, be
attempted to be shaken by the

revival of an error into which
some of her pious and learned

members, as well as others of a

different character, had fallen in

past ages, when the book of Re-
velation was, for obvious reasons,

much more obscure, and far less

understood, than it is in the pre-

sent era of the church.

Your object, Gentlemen, I doubt
not, as well as my own, and that

of your other correspondents is,

to discover and establish the truth

on this interesting and important

subject. But as all the commu-
nications of your correspondents,

hitherto, with a single exception,

have been on one side only of the

question, and as some of the later

papers have personally introduced

me, and opposed my sentiments

through the medium of your pub-
lication, I trust your justice and
impartiality will allow me to reply

to my opponents ;
especially when

J assure you* that it is my inten-

tion to treat them with respect,

and mv desire and aim to write in

a temper and disposition, in no
degree inconsistent with the be-

nign and affectionate spirit of

Christianity. What your own sen-

timents may be on the doctrine of

the Millennium, does not appear,

as you have stated, that you do
not pledge yourselves to adopt the

views of your correspondents, any
farther than they can be proved

by Scripture ; but as you have

expressed a willingness to open

your pages to candid and Chris-

tian discussion on this interesting

topic, it may confidently be hoped
that your work will become a

vehicle of Scriptural information

respecting it. The evils of con-

troversy may, in a great measure,

be avoided, if it be conducted in

a Christian spirit ; and in this

case they will be much over-

balanced by the good which is

frequently connected with it, as

a means of eliciting and establish-

ing Scriptural truth.

The remarks of Mr. Coleman
on my exposition of the text in

question, are written in a tem-
perate and charitable spirit ;

and
it would afford me real concern
to give him any unnecessary de-

gree of pain. But as his object

as well as my own, is to discover

truth, it will be requisite to bring

his statements to the test of reason

and Scripture. 1 should not, in-

deed, have taken any notice of

Mr. C.’s remarks, as they appear
to me to have been satisfactorily

answered by a Missionary Student,

had I not considered it a matter of

importance to give your readers

at one view, the schemes of Mr. C.

and Basilicus, and in the same
paper to reply to their different

statements as far as they have op-

posed the sentiments adopted in

my book ; and moreover to show,

how far they differ from the Scrip-

ture, from each other, and from
the opinions of the two celebrated

writers so frequently referred to

on the subject of the Millennium,

Mr, Mede and Bishop Newton.
However, for the reason stated

above, my observations on Mr.
C.’s remarks, shall be given as

concisely as possible.

Mr. C. begins by asserting that

the subjects of the first resur-

rection, as mentioned Rev. xx. 4,

are all the saints that have ever

lived; and that the text, properly

translated, ‘ represents the first

as an universal resurrection of all

believers, without exception.' With
submission, I must positively as-

sert this is not the fact. The sub-

jects of this resurrection

±

what-

ever may be implied in the term,
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the text declares, are " the souls

of them that were beheaded for

the witness of Jesus, and for the

word of God, and which had not

worshipped the beast, neither his

image, neither had received his

mark upon their foreheads, or in

their hands.” There is no neces-

sity for considering this vision as

implying the resurrection of any
bodies , and much less can it be

applied to the resurrection of the

bodies of all believers who have
ever lived. The resurrection of

these souls, evidently signifies a

revival of men of similar souls

with the martyrs and confessors,

who lived during the reign of the

beast, and in the usual figurative

language of the Apocalypse, it

represents a generation of men,
who will be like them in spirit,

zeal, and piety. Air. Alede , to

whose sentiments the advocates

for a literal interpretation of the

text, so frequently appeal, and
who undoubtedly held that the

Millennial resurrection would be
in some sense literal, maintains

that the subjects of the first re-

surrection are the martyrs only.

This will be shown from his para-

phrase of the text, which will be
-cited hereafter. Mr. Alede, there-

fore, differs from Mr. C. as far as

the Christian maj tyrs atone differ

from all believers from the begin-
ning to the end of time.

The second position of Mr. C.

is, that the resurrection of souls

implies the resurrection and re-

union of bodies to souls. He
maintains that the term resur-

rection can apply to nothing but
the resurrection of the body. This
is undoubtedly a powerful argu-
ment, that the resurrection of
souls must be figurative. But as

the application of the word here
to bodies and not to souls is taking
for granted Mr. C.’s own hypo-

thesis without proof, and, in my
opinion, in contradiction to the

express words of the text, it is

unnecessary here to enter into any
farther argument.

Thirdly, Mr. C. in order to

harmonize his hypothesis, and to

invalidate my arguments, asserts,

that there will be two general

conflagrations ;—the first pretnows
to the Millennium, and thesecond
subsequent to it. This hypo-
thesis is so totally destitute of

Scriptural support, that consis-

tently with my plan of concise-

ness, it heeds no formal refu-

tation.

Fourthly, Mr. C. supposes that

our Lord will come personally to

reign at Jerusalem for a thousand
years, in order to hold his judg-
ment on the righteous; and in-

forms his readers that St. Peter

has foretold that the day ofjudg-
ment will last one thousand years

;

—during which time, ‘ Christ will

be pronouncing his sentence of

acquittal, and be apportioning
his rewards to his servants accord-
ing to their works;’— that ‘the
Millennium may be considered as

constituting a very large part of
the day of judgment, if not the
whole of it, as the judgment of
the wicked may be pronounced
and executed instanter.*

Whether this last supposition
stands in contradiction to what
Mr.C. subsequently asserts, must
be left to the reader’s judgment.
His hypothesis shall be viewed
by myself in the most favourable
light in which it can be contem-
plated. I will, therefore, consider

what follows, as an amplification

of the statement here given, and
as intended to supply what is

deficient in it. As, however, the

view's given above are nothing
more; than a summary of con-
jectures

,

which in my judgment
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have no foundation in the word of
God, it cannot be expected that

I should combat them by argu-
ment. It will be seen, however,
that the stating* of Mr. C.’s opi-

nions is necessary on the plan I

have adopted.

At the close of the chapter

under consideration, it is asserted,

that the sea shall give up the

dead that are in it.” In the fol-

lowing chapter, describing the

heavenly state, it is expressly de-
clared, that in the new heavens
and the new earth there shall be
no sea. This has been considered
as a Scriptural proof that the

general conflagration w ill not take

place at the commencement of
the Millennium, and, therefore,

that Christ will not come in

person at that time. This is a

difficulty which Mr. C. calls a

fifth objection to his scheme. It

is, however, an objection, (if an
express declaration of Scripture

is to be so termed) which neither

Mr. C. nor any other commen-
tator who has embraced his hy-
pothesis, will ever be able to solve.

In the sixth place, Mr. C. re-

marks, that the most formidable

objection to his hypothesis is, the

rebellion of Gog and Magog be-

tween the Millennium and the re-

surrection of the wicked. In

order, however, to solve this dif-

ficulty, Mr. C. says, ‘ I have little

doubt, that this Gog and Magog
will consist of the unbelieving

dead, who will have no part in the

first resurrection, raised by Satan

from their graves, after his own
emission from the bottomless pit,

for the vain purpose of storming

by force of arms, the kingdom and
people of the Millennium.* Every
sober critic, and every pious and
unprejudiced reader of the Scrip-

ture will surely discover, that

there is enough in this hypothesis

to refute itself, without the la-

bour of demolishing it by ar-

gument. The scheme of Basilicus

directly contradicts this suppo-
sition.

Mr. C. sums up his remarks,
by stating twrn reasons, which, to

his mind, demonstratively prove
that the first must be a literal re-

surrection. Now let the reader

attend to this demonstration.—
“ First, Because Revel, xx. 4.

which describes those who shall

have a part in the first resur-

rection, includes and describes

all true believers of every age and
nation.” This part of the de-

monstration may be destroyed
with the greatest ease. The text

most assuredly does not describe

all true believers of every age

.

Let the reader examine and judge
whether he thinks any one would
suppose that it gives such a de-

scription, unless his judgment
were previously warped by the

adoption of Mr. C.’s hypothesis.

The advocates for the figurative

acceptance of the term, would
not admit that it describes any
believers that have died, because
they do not grant that the text

speaks of bodies raised from the

dead

;

and Mr. Mede t to whose
judgment Mr. C. appeals, and
who believed that the first resur-

rection was literal, confines it to

the rising of the martyrs only.
“ Secondly, (says Mr. C.) because

those only who partake of the

first resurrection are exempted
from the penalty of the second

death.’* The text does not say

nor imply, that those only who
partake of the first resurrection

shall be exempted from the se-

cond death. This part of the

demonstration therefore, is also

demolished ; and thus the whole

is completely annihilated.

In order that my readers may
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see all the parts of Mr. C. ’s hy-
pothesis at one view, I will here

givea briefsummary ofhisscheme,
and leave it to their judgment,
whether or not it will stand the

unerring test of the word of God.
4 At the commencement of the

Millennium, Christ will come per-

sonally to reign on the earth. He
will then raise all the pious dead,’

change living believers, and de-
stroy all the wicked.* ‘ A ge-

neral conflagration will take place

at this advent of the Saviour,

when this heaven and this earth

must be dissolved with tire. This
personal reign of Christ on earth

will continue a thousand years.

During the whole of this millennial

reign, Christ will be judging the
pious whom he has raised from
the dead, and will be apportioning
his rewards to his servants accord-
ing to their works. At the ter-

mination of the thousand years,

the wicked will be raised by Satan
for the vain purpose of storming
by arms the kingdom and people
of the Millennium. Hut the 8a-
tanical army will immediately be
destroyed by fire from heaven.
The second conflagration will then
take place. The presence of the
Judge will cause the new heavens
and the new earth to fly away,
and the Satanic array, again sum-
moned into existence by the pow-
erful voice of their omniscient
Judge, shall instanter, receive
their final doom by the righteous
sentence of Christ himself, and
his glorified millennial saints.

4 This judgment of the wicked is

* The change of living believers, and
the destruction of the wicked are not
expressly mentioned by Mr. C. but this

he will readily graut, as his whole
scheme is formed on the principle that
the Millennium will terminate the race
of men in their present state.

the same as that described at the
close of the chapter (ver. 11— 15).

If the first be a literal resurrec-

tion, then it follows, that the
dead who are judged according to

their works, written in the books,
and are consequently condemned,
(for who, if judged by his works,
could be saved) are the unbe-
lieving dead exclusively

The believer has no judgment of
works to fear or undergo. There
is no record kept concerning him,
but such as will exalt his glory
and increase his eternal felicity.

His justification is his judgment.’
Such is the scheme of Mr. C.

given as nearly as possible in his

own words. It appears to me, to

be wildly hypothetical, and in

some particulars, antiscriptural.

I shall, however, at present, make
no further remarks on it ; but
leave my readers to compare it

with the Exposition it wasintended
to confute, and with the brief

outline of the Millennium, as

given at the close of this paper.

I shall now proceed to make
some remarks on the reply of

Basilicus, to the observations on
the Millennium, contained in the

second Appendix to my Expo-
sition of the Revelation.

Of the manner in which Basi-

licus has answered the Appendix,
I shall say nothing, except that

the splendid eloquence which fre-

quently appears in his^reply has

excited my admiration. To this

remark, I cordially add that, if

Basilicus be the person whom re-

port states him to be, his piety,

zeal, and beneficence, in the cause

of religion, justly renders him
an object of esteem and respect

to his clerical brethren, aad to

every Christian philanthropist. But
as an expositor of the doctrine of

the Millennium, to use his own
words, I differ from him toto
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coclo . Here we are at issue. Whe-
ther, therefore, the eloquence of

Basilieus, or the plain statements

of the Exposition, be supported

by Scriptural truth, must be de-

termined by candid and com-
petent judges.

It is not possible for me in this

paper, to notice all that Basilieus

has stated in his reply to my Ap-
pendix ;

nor in fact is it necessary,

as a great part of it, like his

other tracts on the Millennium,

appears to me to consist not of

argument, but of declamation. He
gives from the Scripture many
beautiful and animated descrip-

tions of the future state of the

church, respecting which, as pro-

phecies of its future glories, his

opponents do not at all disagree

with him. But his application of

these descriptions to the supposed

literal resurrection of the saints,

and to the personal reign of the

Saviour on earth during the Mil-

lennium, is what they can by no

means admit. The various pas-

sages cited, according to the ex-

positions of commentators in ge-

neral, will strictly harmonize

with the doctrine of the universal

prevalence of Christianity in the

kingdom of Christ during the

glorious era predicted ; but the

application of them to the per-

sonal reign of Christ upon the

earth, without argument and evi-

dence founded on the Scripture,

is what logicians call a petitio

principii , taking for granted the

whole question in dispute.

Before I proceed to notice the

particular replies of Basilieus to

the Appendix, it may be proper

to make a few remarks on two of

his general positions:

—

First, Basilieus asserts, that

the primitive Christians in general

held the doctrine of the Millen-

nium with respect to the literal

resurrection and personal reign of

Christ upon earth. This position

is pot granted. Many of them,
undoubtedly, spake of a first re-

surrection, and of the millennial

rejgn of Christ ; but that they
explained it as Basilieus does, is

by no means evident. It does
not appear to me, that Basilieus

can appeal to any writer, either

ancient or modern, who agrees

with him in his whole scheme.
Many of the early Christians un-
doubtedly held that the prophecy
would have a literal fulfilment

;

but with the exception of the

theories of wild enthusiasts, they
have not explained what the literal

fulfilment implies. The early

Christians, most assuredly, did
not understand the book of Re-
velation. On this account, in the
third century, its authenticity was
questioned. But what was the
immediate occasion of this doubt
respecting the authority of a book
of Scripture, which had been ge-
nerally, if not universally acknow-
ledged, during the two first cen-
turies ? The absurd opinion that

had arisen concerning the doctrine
of the Millennium.* Nor is it at

all surprising that the wild notions

which many had imbibed on this

particular prophecy, when con-
sidered in connection with the

obscure and mysterious nature of
the book, and with the little know-
ledge which the early Christians

possessed concerning its prophe-
cies, should have occasioned such
a doubt to arise and prevail.

Jerome, who lived in the fourth

century, remarks that the book
of Revelation <e contains as many
mysteries as words.”f Dean

* See Scott’s Introduction to the book
of Revelation.

t Horne’s Introduction to the Holy
Scriptures, vol. i. p. 87.



to the Rev. J. A7
. Coleman and Basiiicus. 183

Woodhouse observes that, “ It

plainly appears that no one, who
lived before the completion of the

prophecies, of the seals, the

trumpets, or the harlot of Ba-
bylon, however learned or sa-

gacious, wras able to penetrate

through the vail of these mys-
teries ; nor whs any progress made
in assorting these prophecies, until

the historical events fulfilling them
appeared.” it is not, therefore,

to the purpose, that Basiiicus

should appeal to the early writers

of the church, unless he explained

their views on the subject. But
should this be done, their views

of this doctrine are nothing w orth,

unless they can be proved by
Scripture ; and for the reasons

stated above, their testimonies

must be of less value, in propor-

tion to their antiquity. This po-

sition is so evident, that Basiiicus

will never be able to controvert

it. The book of Revelation is

gradually better understood from
the accomplishment of those pro-

phecies which have been succes-

sively receiving their appointed

fulfilment. *It is not at all sur-

prizing, therefore, that the doc-

trine of the Millennium has been
viewed in different lights, and
through false mediums, by many
in former ages. The early fathers

in general expected a Millennium,
and many of them a Millennium
not dissimilar to that which is

now looked for by the church,
and which has been attempted to

be described in my Exposition.

Others of them, following the

impulse of imagination, advanced
such absurd and licentious sen-

timents and speculations on the

subject, that the general doctrine

grew into disrepute. It seemed,
therefore, for many centuries, to

have been almost forgotten. But
when the flood of light burst in

upon the church at the refor-

mation, the doctrine of the Mil-
lennium revived. Nevertheless,
among the good seed, the enemy
came and sowed tares. This
Scriptural truth was again abused
by wild enthusiasts, who disgraced
it more deeply than ever, by ren-
dering it subservient to rebellions,

insurrections, and various abo-
minations. it has of late years
again occupied the attention of
the church, and has been treated
in a more sober and holy manner.
Separated from theatrocities which
have at different times brought it

into disrepute, it is now become
a doctrine of general credence.
There are, however, still some
who hold the view of a literal re-

surrection, and the personal reign
of the Saviour. I do not mean
to assert, or to insinuate, that
those who maintain these sen-
timents are to be classed with the
wild and enthusiastic visionaries

alluded to before.

I nevertheless consider them to
be in error, and regret that their
zeal is not more usefully employ-
ed than in the propagation of an
hypothesis which, in my opinion,
can never be established. It is,

however, a consolation to reflect,

that the publication of error ulti-

mately tends to the establishment
of truth.

Secondly, Basiiicus speaks of
the author of the Exposition, as
an objector to the doctrine of the
Millennium. This is an impli-
cation t,hat he is singular in his

opinion, and that he opposes sen-
timents generally received. But
is this in fact the case ? Ought
not Basiiicus rather to call himself
the objector f Is the large* ma-

* See Dr. Whitby’s able treatise on
the Millennium, being the only part
of the book of the Revelation on which
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jority of commentators and expo-

sitors of the doctrine of the Mil-

lennium to be viewed merely as

a corps of objectors to a doctrine

which they have so ably stated,

illustrated, and defended ? Are
they to be denominated objectors

to this doctrine of Scripture, be-

cause they do not view it with

the same eyes as Basilicus? And
are all who object to his scheme

to be considered as objectors

against Scripture and orthodoxy ?

Let us now examine how far

Basilicus has succeeded in giving

a satisfactory reply to the argu-

ments of the Appendix which he

has professed to answer.

To the statement, that the per-

sonal reign of Christ superseded

the numerous predictions respect-

ing his spiritual reign, Basilicus

replies with much confidence, “ It

supersedes none of them, and is

confirmatory of many. But in

he wrote; the Coutinuators of Henry

and Doddridge, Guyse and Scott, in

in their respective expositions of the

chapter in question
;
Dr. Bryce John-

stone’s, Fuller’s, and Holmes’s com-

mentaries on the Revelation
;

Faber’s

Restoration of the Jews
;
Bogue on the

Millennium
;
Simeon’s Sermons on Rev.

xx. 6. xxi. 1—6
;

Dwight’s Sermon on

the New Creation; Bellamy on the Mil-

lennium, &c. &c. These are some of the

writers, whose sentiments stand in direct

opposition to Basilicus, to which a mul-

titude of others might be added. If the

author of what Basilicus has chosen re-

peatedly to denominate the last exposition

is to be considered as a mere objector
,
he

will be content to place himself in the

midst of a numerous phalanx of the

most able and learned commentators of

Scripture, all of whom, Basilicus, if

consistent with himself, must designate

as objectors,
and whom he must ne-

cessarily conquer by argument and

Scripture, before he can obtain any vic-

tory over an opponent, who is willing to

consider himself in many respects his

inferior.

what manner are the arguments
on this subject refuted? How
is this counter assertion su pported ?

By defining the spiritual reign in

a sense altogether different from
that given in the Appendix, and
in the body of the Exposition.
Every reader w ill see, that it is

there clearly stated, that the reign
of Christ during the Millennium
i ncl udes al 1 nations, and lang uages,
and kindreds, and tongues ; that

his kingdom shall fill the whole
earth; that the Jews shall be uni-
versally converted to the faith of
Christ, and the fulness of the
Gentiles be brought in ; and that
the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of ihe Lord, as the

waters cover the sea. I should
be sorrv to charge Basilicus with

wilful misrepresentation
; but to

say the least, he must have been
very deficient in attention. In-

stead of taking the spiritual reign

as stated and argued on by me,
he has defined it in a manner that

would be equally applicable to

the church when it consisted only
of the hundred and twenty dis-

ciples who met together in the

upper room after the ascension of
our Lord, as it would, if it in-

cluded all the inhabitants of the

universe. 1 will not appeal to

the judgment of inv readers, whe-
ther or not this be fair argument.
1 ask Basilicus himself whether
his lengthy declamation on this

subject of his own formation can
possibly touch my proposition ?

Can the spiritual reign of Christ,

as it may exist in one individual

only , be considered as the same
spiritual reign when it pervades

the universal church of the Re-
deemer, after the kingdoms of this

world are become the kingdoms
of our Lord and of his Christ ?

My argument is not respecting

the nature of the spiritual reign
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as it may exist in a single indi-

vidual, but the extent of it

when the church will include the

whole world in her bosom. The
former did not require my notice,

and the latter only is the subject

of iny remarks. All the glorious

texts of Scripture, therefore, cited

by Basilicus, with his appeal to

the “ prophets, apostles, and
evangelists passim,” are altogether

beside the argument. He asserts

that they have reference to a per-

sonal reign of Christ upon earth,

and to a literal resurrection ; I

believe that they have no such
reference, and am persuaded that

they all clearly harmonize with

the Saviour’s universal spiritual

kingdom. But if such a uni-

versal spiritual kingdom is to be
erected, it cannot be accomplished
but by the figurative binding of

Satan, and by the outpouring of

the Spirit upon all flesh. And
if it be granted that Satan must
be bound in order that this uni-

versal spiritual reign should take

place, it follows as a necessary

and legitimate consequence, that

his being bound to effect a per-

sonal reign of the Saviour, would
supersede that spiritual reign

which has been described in the

Exposition and the Appendix, and
which is confidently expected by
the church of Christ in general.

What Basilicus has asserted

with respect to the double advent
of Elias, first, as the harbinger
to prepare the way before Christ

at the time of his entrance on his

public ministry as the Messiah,
and then, secondly, before the
rising of the dead, is not only
totally without foundation in the
scripture, but itstands in direct op-
position to the declaration of Christ
himself. Elijah is no where men-
tioned as the precursor of Christ,

but in Mai. iv. 5, 6, where it is

VOL. VII.

185

said, “ Behold, I will send you
Elijah the prophet before the great

and dreadful day of the Lord

;

and he shall turn the hearts of the

fathers to the children, and the

heart of the children to their

fathers.” Now we have an angel’s

comment upon this text, who ex-

pressly applies it to John the Bap-
tist, and speaks of him thus, when
he predicts his birth to his father

Zacharias ; “ And many of the

children of Israel shall he turn to

the Lord their God. And he shall

go before him in the spirit and
power of Elias, to turn the hearts

of the fathers to the children,” &c.
Again, when our Lord was speak-
ing of his own rising from the
dead, “ his disciples asked him,
saying. Why then say the Scribes

that Elias must first come ? And
Jesus answered and said unto
them, Elias truly shall first come,
and restore all things. But I say
unto you, that Elias is come al-

ready, and they knew him not,

but have done unto him what-
soever they listed : likewise shall

also the Son of man suffer of

them. Then the disciples under-
stood that he spake unto them of

John the Baptist.” Matthew xvii.

11—13. The text cited by Ba-
silicus (Mark ix. 11.) to designate

the coming of Elias before the

rising of the dead at the Millen-

nium, is the parallel passage to

that recorded in St. Matthew, as

may immediately be seen by in-

spection. “ Elias verily cometh
first, and restoreth all things

;”

that is, according to the paraphrase

of Basilicus, “ before the rising

of the dead” at the Millennium.
But what is our Lord’s own com-
ment on the text ? It is imme-
diately added by St. Mark, as well

as by St. Matthew, But I say

unto you, that Elias is indeed
come, and they have done unto

is B
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him whatsoever they. listed, as it

is written of him.” The reply

of our blessed Lord to the dis-

ciples, implies that it had doubt-
less been predicted that Elijah

would come, and restore, or re-

gulate, or set in order) antoxutx-

Matt. a7ro>ta0/fa, Mark) all

things, to prepare the way for

the Messiah's kingdom ; but that

in fact, he had come ; and the

people and Scribes, not knowing
him, had at length put him to

death. “ It is strange, that Ter-

tu Ilian (De Resurrect, cap. 35.)

should infer from hence, that

Elijah the prophet is to come be-

fore Christ’s second appearance.

Grotius has well confuted that

wild notion in his annotations on
the place.”*

The Appendix states, “ that

the supposed doctrine of the per-

sonal reign of Christ, expressly

contradicts those declarations of

Scripture, which assert that Christ

will come the second time to judge
the world." But Basilicus affirms,

that the commencement of the

Millennium will be contempo-
raneous with the judgment of

quick and dead. There is not,

however, in the Scripture, any

text that proves, or, in my opi-

nion, countenances, this doctrine.

Several passages are cited by him,

some of which refer to the judg-
ment which will be given to the

saints at the beginning of the

Millennium, and at the expiration

of the 1260 years; when the do-

minion of Daniel's little horn will

cease, and he will be judged ,

condemned, and consumed ; and
his authority never revived to the

end of the world. This is the

judgment which will take place at

the Millennium, when “ the king-

* Sec Doddridge, Whitby, Scot*,

Guyso, &c- in loco.

dom under the whole heaven will

be given to the people of the

saints.” Other texts are quoted
which clearly refer to the judg-
ment of the quick and dead at

the termination of the Millennium.

But these are evidently two dif-

ferent eras, and the texts which
are referable to the one, cannot

possibly be applicable to the

other.

The Appendix considers, that
“ the hypothesis of the personal

reign of Christ stands in direct

opposition to the doctrine of the

church of England.” The argu-

ments of Basilicus have not in

the least invalidated this state-

ment. It is obvious that, if the

ancient church had received the

doctrine of the literal resurrection,

and the earthly reign of Christ

at the commencement of the

Millennium, it would have been
considered as a doctrine of such

importance, that it would cer-

tainly have been noticed in some
of its public formularies. But
is this the case ? Not a trace of

it can any where be found. The
three creeds, one of which is said

by Hooker and others, to have
been received from the apostles

themselves, and is universally ad-

mitted to have existed in a very

early age of the church, do not
take the least notice of Christ’s

coming again to reign upon
the earth; but unanimously de-

clare, that he will come to judge
the quick and dead. Basilicus

asserts that there will be two judg-
ments of the quick and dead

; one
at the commencement, and the

other at the close of the Millen-

nium.. All the creeds stand in

opposition to this opinion
; but

the Athanasian most expressly

contradicts the hypothesis. It

implies, in the most positive man-
ner, if any thing can be implied
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by human language, that the

second coming of Christ will be
for the purpose of final judg-
ment, and to consign the whole
race of man either to heaven or

hell. Let Basilicas never more
make the positive assertion, that

his hypothesis is ‘perfectly recon-
cileable with the public formu-
laries of the church.’ For what
says the creed ? “ Christ ascended
into heaven, he sitteth on the

right hand of the Father, God
Almighty; from whence he shall

come to judge the quick and the

dead. At whose coming all men
shall rise again with tfjeir bo-
dies: and shall give account for
their own works

:

and they that

have done good, shall go into

life everlasting , and they that

have done evil into everlasting

fire."
Let us now examine the views

of the Reformers on the subject
of the Millennium. If the Re-
formers of the English church
had held this doctrine as it is un-
derstood by Basilicus, is it pos-

sible to conceive that they would
not have stated it in the articles,

the homilies, and their writings

in general ? Had the doctrine of

the literal resurrection and the

personal reign of Christ, been an
article of their faith, it must ne-
cessarily have been a prominent
one. I appeal to Basilicus, whe-
ther if he had composed Articles,

Confessions of faith, Homilies,
or a public Liturgy, this impor-
tant doctrine, according to his

creed, would have been omitted ?

1 suppose not. But where is this

doctrine to be found in any of the

writings of the Reformers ? It

is indeed stated by Basilicus, that

themost essential points are taught
and recognized in the catechism
of Edward the Sixth. It is ad-
mitted that this catechism speaks

of the renovation of the earth by
the fire of the last day, from the

text of St. Peter, “ We look for
anew heaven and anew earth

, fyc."

but it connects this renovation

immediately with the last and
general doom of men, when Christ

shall come, at whose voice all the

dead shall rise. It is granted, this

renovation of the earth is mentioned
immediately before the general

judgment; but as it stands in

direct connection with the final

doom of men, surely it cannot be
concluded that it will take place

a thousand years previously. *

Such hystera-protera are com-
mon in all writings, sacred and
profane.j* Cranmer’s catechism,

however, published A. D. 1548,

frees the subject from all doubt,

by clearly stating in what sense

the Reformers understood the

kingdom of God. This catechism

asserts, that “ the kingdom of
God eometh unto us two manner
of ways ; first, by his word and
faith, when his Gospel is preached
unto us, &c. . . . Secondly,

the kingdom of God shall come
to us at the last day, when the

everlasting glory and kingdom of

God shall be revealed, when at

the last 'day we shall be raised

from death to life , and be re-

ceived into the kingdom OF HEA-
VEN, &c.”t On the whole, there-

fore, the hypothesis of the literal

resurrection at the commence-
ment of the Millennium, and of

the personal reign during its con-

tinuance, is so far from being re-

* See the passage in the Catechism,

in Richmond’s Fathers of the English

Church, vol. ii. p. 361.

-f
‘ Moriamur et in media arraa ru.-

avnus.’

—

Virgil. “ But ye are washed,

but ye are sanctified, but ye are jus-

tified.”— St. Paul.

J Richmond’s Fathers of the English

Church, vol. iii. p. 256.
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concileable to the doctrines held

by the church of England, that

it stands in direct opposition to

her formularies, and to the wri-

tings of the Reformers. Basilicus

remarks, that “ if the church of

England had ever avowedly re-

nounced the doctrine of the Mil-

lennium, which she never has, it

would only prove that coming out

of the tomb of popery, she had

brought some of its grave-clothes

with her.” Whether or not the

church of England came out of

the tomb of popery wearing some
of its grave-clothes, it is not ma-
terial to determine. But if the

fact should be admitted, it must
also be admitted that she soon

shook them off, and arrayed her-

self in the same glorious dress in

which she stands as much opposed
to the errors of popery, as is the

light of noon to midnight darkness.

It is not necessary that the church

should have renounced the doc-

trine of the Millennium as held

by Basilicus, because she never

received it. The true Millennium

is not false because it may have

been retained by popery. All
the doctrines held by papists are

not erroneous. The not renounc-

ing the doctrine of a spiritual

Millennium would, therefore, no

more prove that the church of

England was wearing some of the

grave-clothes of popery, than her

not renouncing any other ortho-

dox doctrine retained by the po-

pish church would prove it. She
strenuously opposed and renounc-

ed all the essential errors of the

church of Rome, but nothing

more.
Presuming, Gentlemen, that

this communication will occupy
as much room as you can afford

me in one number of your valu-

able publication, I shall defer the

remainder of my observations for

another. In attempting to elicit

the truth on this important sub-

ject, it is my intention, in my
next letter, to show that the hy-
pothesis of Basilicus is inconsis-

tent with itself) with the Scrip-
tures, and with the scheme of
Mr. Mede

,

to which it so fre-

quently refers. It is my purpose
also to demonstrate, by quo-
tations from the writings of the

last mentioned celebrated author,

that, notwithstanding the supe-

riority of his talents, and the

originality and correctness of his

views as a commentator on the

book of Revelation in general, he
was not only dissatisfied with his

own hypothesis respecting the Mil-

lennium, but that he has actually

committed himself by contra-

dictory propositions on the sub-

ject; and therefore, that, however

highly the authority of Mr. Mede
is to be esteemed as the expositor

who produced the true key to

unlock many of the difficulties of

this mysterious book, his views

on the doctrine of the Millen-

nium cannot be estimated as of

any great value.

With my sincere wishes for the

general and increasing utility of

the Jewish Expositor,

1 am, Your's, &c.
Henry Gauntlett.

Olneij, March 28, 1822.

CHARLES ON THE FIRST RE-
SURRECTION.

The doctrine of a Resurrection

is almost, if not entirely depend-
ant upon the testimony of the

sacred Scriptures ;
for although

the order of nature describes some
traces of this important truth, yet

they are so overlooked, and are in

themselves so indefinite, as to be
insufficient to instruct man, to any
practical or consolatory purpose.

The learned among the Greeks

were not unobservant of the sue-
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cession of human generations, or

of the resuscitation of vegetables;

they were natural and moral phi-

losophers, but with all their lite-

rary advantages and attainments,

when St. Paul preached to them
the Resurrection, they were so

ignorant as to suppose, that he

mentioned the name of some neiv

god ; for this seems to be the

meaning of the exclamation of the

Athenians in Acts xvii. 18, “ He
seemeth to be a setter forth of

strange gods : because he preached

to them Jesus ,
and the Resurrec-

tion It was not so much a

matter of surprize, that idolatrous

Athenians, who trusted to their

own wisdom for direction in mat-

ters of high and eternal import-

ance should have erred ;
but it

is somewhat unaccountable that

Christians, even real Christians,

with the Bible in their hands,

should be almost ready to say of

every one, who affixes a plain mean-
ing to the pl«yn words of Scriptures

which reveal the firstResurrection,
‘ He seemeth to be a setter forth of

strange doctrine.* It is, however,

by no means uncommon to hear

such a sentiment uttered by the

genuine disciples of Christ, with

reference to the literal accepta-

tion of Rev. xx. 4, 5, G.

1 have read with attention the

communications of the Rev. J. N.
Coleman and the Missionary stu-

dent upon this subject, and it has

afforded me no little gratification

to observe the impartiality, with

which the editors of the Jewish
Expositor have acted upon this

occasion. The subject is cer-

tainly most deserving of attention

and investigation, connected as it

is with the glorious milleniuni,

the future happiness of the church,
and the ingathering of God’s an-
cient people, the Jews. The
Scriptures alone can give us any
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instruction in this matter, and 1

have therefore, feeling the import-
ance of the subject, been most
anxious to search the records of
divine truth to discover what they
teach concerning the first Resur-
rection In stating the

result ofmy investigation, I wish it

to be clearly understood, that my
views are made public, not for the
sake of controversy, but for the
sake of truth. The spirit of a
disputant is not that, by which
we may hope to arrive at the
knowledge of a point so entirely

scriptural as the one, to which I

allude; although it must be
granted, that discussion, con-
ducted in the spirit and temper
of Christianity, may serve, under
God’s blessing, to give us a right

judgment concerning every doc-
trine of divine Revelation.

The literal and not the figura-
tive acceptation of what is deno-
minated the first Resurrection,

appears to me to be most conso-
nant with the sacred Scriptures,

and for these reasons : 1st, Be-
cause there is a continual distinc-

tion observable in those texts,

which speak of the Resurrection.

Now, although I grant that a mere
distinction between a resurrection

to life and a resurrection to

damnation does not of itself prove
the point in question, yet, when
such a distinction is considered in

connection with various passages,

which declare when the resurrec-

tion to life is to take place, who
are the persons interested in this

resurrection, and what are the

circumstances contemporaneous
with this event, surely it supplies

no mean argument in favour of
the important subject. Let this

observation be kept in mind while
the following texts are considered.

... In Matt. xxii. 30, our Lord
confutes the Sadducees, and as-
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serts the resurrection. “ In the

resurrection , they neither marry,

nor are given in marriage, but are

as the angels of God in heaven.”

At first sight this text may not

appear to bear on the question in

hand ; but if the Greek original

be consulted, we shall find it to

be Ev m otvxrxarti, and it is well

known, that, in general, the use of

the Greek article imports some-

thing definite and worthy of par-

ticular notice. Our Lord there-

fore probably refers in this place

to the resurrection , the particular

resurrection of his people at the

time of his own personal appear-

ance in the millenium. And this

probability receives additional

strength from the parallel passage

in Luke xx. 35, 36, “ But they

which shall be accounted worthy

to obtain that world, and the re-

surrection from the dead, neither

marry, nor are given in marriage :

neither can they die any more:

for they are equal to the angels

;

and are the children of God, being

the children of the resurrection.”

Here our Lord evidently limits

the resurrection to tAosewho shall

be accounted worthy to obtain

that world, and the resurrection

from the dead. The phrases

“ that world,” and “ the resur-

rection from the dead,” ra xtuios

CKtlVtS HXt TVS OLVOtSOMTlUS ms £K VtKpUVf

are closely connected, and clearly

indicate, that the possession of

“ that world,” and the resurrec-

tion from the dead, will be the

privilege of the same persons, and
will be enjoyed at the same time,

and therefore they may serve to

explain each other. What then is

the signification of “ that world,”

re onuvos uttiva? Aiuv means, aevum,

seculum, and in the feminine

v aiuv , vita. It imports eternity,

as in Mark iii. 29, “ But he that

shall blaspheme against the Holy

Ghost hath never forgiveness, but
is in danger of eternal damna-
tion,” xiumts xpicrtvs, the adjec-

tive is used in this place, but that

does not affect our assertion ;

—

past ages of the world, as in

Luke i. 70, “ As he spake by the

mouth of his holy prophets, which
have been since the world began ,

xir ociwvos; and, together with
various other significations, an age
or dispensation of God, as in

Matt. xxiv. 3. Matt, xxviii. 20.

1 Cor. x. 11. Heb. vi. 5. Heb. ix.

26. In Matt. xxiv. 3, the expres-

sion, “ the end of the world,”

ms crwr&tixs ro xiuvos, refers to the

termination and completion of

the Jewish age, or Mosaic dis-

pensation. Consult Macknight,

Whitby, and Doddridge on the

text. The same phrase occurs in

Matt, xxviii. 20, “ I am with you
alway, unto the end of the world,”
where it relates to the Christian

dispensation. The 1 Cor. x. 11,
“ Upon whom the ends of the
world are come,” is literally, the
ends of the ages or dispensations,

rot n\yt ruv cuuvuv. Heb. ix. 26r

“ But now once in the end of the

world,” means, in the consumma-
tion of the ages, mi a-vvTtXttx ruv

(xiuTuv. The sense of Heb. vi. 5,

appears to be similar. The world
to come in that place does not
imply eternity, but the gospel dis-

pensation, which was known to the

Jews, to whom the apostle was
writing, by the very terms that he
uses. For in Isaiah ix. 6,

is rendered in the Coraplutensian

and Alexandrian editions of the

Septuagint, raocmg r« fxtMovros

atvvos, the Father of the age to

come, or as Bishop Lowther trans-

lates it, “ The Father of the ever-

lasting age.” Now ra yLt’kXovros

utuvos is the very same phrase em-
ployed by theapostle in Heb. vi.

5, and conjoined with ^vxpus, mi-
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raculous works, or “ the powers’*

of the world to come.

From these uses of the word,

the import of the expression,

“ that world,” in Luke xx. 35,

appears to be, that age, or dispen-

sation, in its full and final glory,

or, in other words, the millenial

state of the Christian church. If

this be the true sense of the words,

then, according to what has been
asserted above, viz. that one
clause explains the other, it is

clear that the resurrection from

the dead will take place at the

time of thfe glorious consumma-
tion of the gospel age, i. e. at the

millenium, and by consequence,

that it means the first resurrec-

tion.

This deduction obtains greater

probability from the construction

of the clause :
“ the resurrection

from the dead,*’ rur avotrtws rvr

ex vtxpuv, literally, “ the resur-

rection that from dead.” Here a

special kind of resurrection is

clearly intimated in the repetition

of the Greek article Tys. it is not

the resurrection of all men which
is intended, but that resurrec-

tion from amongst dead persons,

or the whole multitude of the

dead. dead, not having
any article to limit it, signifies

dead persons generally, or the

whole multitude of dead persons

:

and ex, from, or out of, in this

construction, manifestly declares

the resurrection here spoken of
(that resurrection) to be the re-

suscitation of some individuals

from amongst the general com-
pany of the dead. And who these

individuals are, that shall obtain

this special resurrection, we may
learn from an attentive considera-
tion of the remaining clauses of
the verses before us. In verse 35,
the persons intended are spoken
of, as “ they who shall be ac-

counted worthy (oi kxtccZicj&mtcs)

to obtain that world.” It is not
therefore every one, whatever his

character may be, that our Lord
refers to, but only those who shall

be accounted worthy. We know
from very many texts what is

meant by being accounted worthy.

It is the same as to be accounted
righteous, to be justified, to be
esteemed and reputed free from
transgression and obedient to

the law. What the Scriptures

teach on this subject, is beauti-

fully expressed in the 11th Arti-

cle of the Church of England.
“We are accounted righteous

before God only for the merit of

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ

by faith, and not for our own
works or deservings.” Justified

persons, tr i e believers, and none
besides, are “ they, who shall be
accounted worthy to obtain that

world, and the resurrection from
the dead.” It is their resurrec-

tion only, which is here declared.

The privileges of such persons

are mentioned in ver. 36, “ Nei-

ther can they die any more,” an
expression of exactly the same
import as this in Rev. xx. 4, “ On
such the second death hath no
power.” In this respect “they
are equal to the angels,” who are

immortal and completely happy,
without the liability of ever losing

their blessedness. It is added,
“ They are the children of God,
being the children of the resur-

rection.”

No further remarks are neces-

sary upon this passage, which,
according to the literal and plain

meaning of the words, especially

in the Original Greek, (which after

all the excellency of our version,

whose fidelity and worth are fully

admitted, must be more autho-
ritative than any translation,)

teaches us, that a resurrection will
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take place at a time, which is de-
signated, “ that age or dispensa-

tion that all men will not ob-
tain this resurrection, but only

they, who shall be accounted wor-

thy
;
and that these worthy per-

sons are true believers in Jesus,

who in the resurrection shall be-

come immortal, being freed from
the power of the second death, be
rendered equal to the angels, and
be manifested as the children of

God, even as Christ himself was,

by becoming the children of the

resurrection , the first resurrec-

tion.

Another passage, which makes
a distinction and limitation of the

resurrection, occurs in Luke xiv.

14, “ And thou shaltbe blessed ;

for they cannot recompense thee :

for thou shalt be recompensed at

the resurrection of the just.” Our
Lord reproved the conduct of the

Pharisees. They made feasts for

the rich, in order that they them-
selves might be feasted in return.

Every thing they did was for os-

tentation and personal advantage.

Christ exhorts them to act other-

wise, and to make feasts of cha-

rity, to which the poor, the

maimed, the lame, and the blind,

might be invited, without expec-
tation of their being able to make
any return. To comply with this

injunction required faith, and a
new and divine principle, whereby
a person would be raised above
the maxims of this world, and
become an expectant of divine

approbation. Such a person, who
from such a principle, acted in

the manner prescribed, our Lord
says, shall be blessed and recom-
pensed at the resurrection of the

just. It is certain that Christ

speaks of the actions of believers,

for no other actions can receive

any recompense, in the sense here

intended, because “ Whatsoever

is not of faith is sin,” and, accord-

ing to the 13th Article of the

Church, “ Works, done before

the grace of Christ, and the in-

spiration of his Spirit, are not

pleasant to God, forasmuch as

they spring not of faith in Jesus

Christ
:
yea, rather for that they

are not done as God hath willed

and commanded them to be done,

we doubt not but they have the

nature of sin.” Hence we per-

ceive, that none, but true be-

lievers, are interested in the pro-

mise, “ Thou shalt be recom-
pensed at the resurrection of the

just.” To the believer therefore

Christ promises, “ Thou shalt be
blessed (fAUKotpios). Max«/aof, bless-

ed, comes from ^oaixp the same,

and this word is derived, either

from fjiixXex, much, and xxl
P(tv 1°

rejoice, or not, and death,

fate. The blessedness mentioned
consists therefore either in great

joy, or in exemption from death.

1 would include both in the

meaning of the word, and say, that

the believer shall be blessed with

exceeding joy and complete free-

dom from liability to death, i. e.

he shall become happy and im-
mortal. This happiness and im-
mortality comprehend in the case

of those, who from love to Christ

do according to his command, in

ver. 13, a particular recompense

of that particular good deed in

the resurrection of the just. They,
the poor, it is said, cannot recom-
pense thee, but thou shalt be re-

compensed. In the 12th verse,

the recompense which the phari-

s^s sought, is stated to consist in

being bidden again by those,

whom they had invited, “ Lest

they also bid thee again, and a

recompense (a»rairoVa) be made
thee.” From the whole connec-

tion and force of our Lord’s dis-

course, it is probable, that the
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kind of recompense mentioned in

this place, accords with that which
is spoken of in the following

texts : “ Blessed are they which
are called to the marriage supper
of the Lamb,” Rev. xix. 9. “ l

appoint unto you a kingdom, as

niv Father hath appointed unto

me. That ye may eat and drink

at my table in my kingdom,”
Luke xxii. 29, 30. And lest this

should be thought the privilege of

the apostles only, it is written in

Matt. viii. 11, “ Many shall come
from the east and west, and shall

sit down with Abraham, Isaac,

and Jacob, in the kingdom of

heaven;” and in Luke xiii. 29,
“ They shall come from the east,

and from the west, and from the

north, and from the south, and
shall sit down in the kingdom of

God.” To the same purpose are

our Lord’s words, l will not

drink henceforth of this fruit of

the vine, until the day when I

drink it new with you in my
Father’s kingdom ;” Matt. xxvi.

29; and again, “ Verily 1 say unto
you, I will drink no more of the

fruit of the vine, until that day
that I drink it new in the kingdom
of God,” Mark xiv. 25. This view

of the recompense, promised in

the words we are considering,

corresponds with the primary
meaning of the Greek word
avTonro^tivtzi, which literally signi-

fies, to give back in return. Be-
lievers therefore are to be blessed,

by being called to sit down with

Christ at Iris- supper, in his king-
dom ; and this will take place at

the resurrection of the just.
“ Thou shalt be recompensed at

the resurrection of the just.” This
last expression evidently points to

a particular resurrection, in which
the just, or (as Sntaiivv signifies)

the justified, and none besides,

VOL. VH.

shall be raised, or, in other words,

to the jirst resurrection.

This passage therefore describes

the happiness of believers to con-

sist in the enjoyment of great

felicity and complete exemption
from the second death, which fe-

licity and enjoyment are to be re-

ceived at the marriage supper of

the Lamb, to which they will be
called at the resurrection of the

just.

The 15th chapter of the 1st of

Cor. is an important part of Scrip-

ture, with reference to the resur-

rection. That chapter treats prin-

cipally, if not exclusively, of the

resurrection of believers; an as-

sertion, which is not a mere ipse

dixit, but a legitimate inference

from internal evidence in the

chapter itself. In ver. 19, St.

Paul says of himself and other

Christians, “ If in this life only

we have hope in Christ, we are of

all men most miserable;” and
then in the following verse he
proves, that they have a hope be-
yond the grave, the substance of
which is, “ Christ risen from the

dead, and become the first fruits

of them that slept.” What is

said there concerning the resur-

rection of Christ, is applicable to

his real disciples only , and it is

stated for their comfort, that they
might not be of all men most
miserable. But from the 23d
verse, this truth is more clearly

dedueible. There Christ is said
to arise as the first-fruits, and af-

terwards they that are Christ’s at

his coming. Here we are in-

structed in the order of the re-

surrection. Christ arose first , as

the first-fruits of the harvest of
his people

, and not of the dead
generally; afterwards they that
are Christ’s, (an expression most
certainly descriptive of true be-

c c
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lievers, and of them only,) shall

arise; and the time is specified,
“ at his coining.” His coming
relates to the period, when “ the

Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice

of the archangel, and with the

trump of God, and the dead in

Christ shall rise first,” 1 Thess. iv.

15. And lest any doubt should
occur, whether this period he

svnchronical with the tnillenium,

and synonymous with those events

mentioned in Rev. xx. 4—6, it is

added, in verse 54th ofthe chapter

before us, “ When this corrupti-

ble shall have put on incorruption,

and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought
to pa>s the saying that is written,

“ Death is swallowed up in vic-

tory.” The saying to which St.

Paul refeis, is written in Is. xxv.

8, which with the two preceding

verses most expressly teaches,

that the Lord will swallow up
death in victory in this mountain,

i. e. in Jeru>aletu. The connec-

tion of that place describes the

rnillenium, as we shall have occa-

sion to observe hereafter.

Here again we recognize the

resurrection of believers, w ho are

related to Christ as the harvest to

the first-fruits; the time when
this will take place, “ at his com-
ing;” and the agreement of this

time with the rnillenium, inas-

much as at the coming of Christ,

death will be swallowed up in

victory? and thus the prophecy of

Isaiah, which asserts that this

shall be effected in. Jerusalem,

will be accomplished.

In the 3d of Philippians, 11th

verse, the apostle mentions one

great object, which he continually

had in view', and for the enjoy-

ment of which he was ready to do

and to suffer all fhings. If by

any means I might attain unto

the resurrection of the dead,”

tv)v t%(xu)L<ra,(7iv ruv vtxpuv, literally?

the resurrection from, (or out of)

the dead. This mode of expres-

sion appears confirmatory of what

has already been observed upon
the words ex vexpu/v in Luke xx. 35.

Here the resurrection from (which

is the plain meaning of

the dead is mentioned ;
and con-

sidering the contrast that is im-

plied in the word etjavaroeexts, re-

surrection from^ it seems right to

explain rut vsxpuvj the dead ,
to

mean the wicked dead, who shall

have no part in the resurrection

of the justified. The words in

the Greek, taken in their simple

and literal meaning, certainly

convey the idea of a first resur-

rection. There is a restoration of

some to life, from amongst others

who continue in a state of death,

manifestly intended in this pas-

sage. Indeed the earnestness of

the apostle’s endeavours to attain

unto what he here describes,

proves the resurrection to be that of

believers. This is deducible from

the lilh veise itself. But why
confine our attention to an infer-

ence only ? St. Paul explains him-

self in the last two verses of . the

chapter. For our conversation

is in heaven ;
from whence also

we look for the Saviour, the Lord

Jesus Christ ;
who shall change

our vile body, that it may be

fashioned like unto his glorious

body, according to the working

whereby he is able even to sub-

due all things unto himself.”

JXow the conversation, citizenship

(tjoy.tTsi'fAx) of believ ers is in hea-

ven. They count not themselves

to belong to this world in its pre-

sent state of subjection to sin and

Satan, but their affections are set

on heavenly things, and they de-
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sire to be with Christ their head.

But still, with relation to the

resurrection, they may ardently

desire and look for the coming- of

the Lord Jesus from heaven, to

change their vile body, that it may
be fashioned like unto hisglorious

body, according to the working
whereby he is able to subdue all

things to himself. It was this

glorious conformation of his body
to the likeness of the body of

Christ, that the apostle desired to

attain at the resurrection from
the dead. And this was to be

effected according to the working
whereby the Lord Jesus would
subdue, or reduce to order, (wo*
ra^cts) all things under himself.

St. Paul probably alludes here to

the “ restitution of all things,”

spoken of in Acts iii. 21. Sin

hath thrown the whole creation

into confusion, but it is not un-
likely that Christ will at last re-

duce the whole creation to that

order, in which it was when it

came from the hands of the Cre-

ator, and when he pronounced it

to be very good;

In this passage, w’hich has been

but briefly considered, we dh-
cover that distinction between the

resurrection of the saints and the

ungodly, which amounts to much
the same import, as what St. John
calls the first resurrection. St.

Paul laboured to attain that re-

surrection, in which some only

would be restored to life from
the general multitude of the

dead, and in which the bodies of

the saints would be fashioned like

unto Christ’s glorious body by
the operation of that same power,
with which the King of kings,

the Lord from heaven, will reduce
to primeval order all things under
himself.

The distinction which 1 rm con-
sidering, is discoverable also in

1 Thess. iv. 10. “ The Lord him -

self shall descend from heaven
wdth a shout, with the voice of

the archangel, and with the trump
of God ; and the dead in Christ

shall rise first.” Here we are told

that the Lord Jesus himself shall

descend (xxtx£v)ostxi, come down)
from heaven, and the dead in

Christ shall rise first ! No re-

marks seem requisite upon this

text, which explicitly ascribes a
priority of resurrection to be-

lievers. The next verse may, in-

deed, appear to oppose the view,

which the several Scriptures that

have been noticed give upon this

subject, but upon accurate in-

vestigation, it will be found to

harmonize with them. My limits

at present will not allow' me to

enter into a particular discussion
upon the 17th verse of this chapter,
and the general observation above
must suffice.

In Heb. xi. 35, we read of some
in that sacred niartyrology, who
“ were tortured not accepting
deliverance, that they might ob-
tain a better resurrect ion.'* This
teaches us that there will be a su-
perior, and more excellent, a first
resurrection. Of this animating
subject the Old Testament saints

were not ignorant. It is of them
that the apostle is speaking. In-
deed, it is by no means unlikely,
that Job included this truth in his

confession of faith in the resur-
rection

;
" For 1 know that my

Kedeemer liveth, and that he shall

stand at the latter day upon
the earth ; and though after

my skin worms destroy this body,
yet in my flesh shall I see God

;

whom 1 shall see for myself, and
mine eyes shall behold, and not
another, though my reins be Con-
sumed within me.” The mar-
ginal reading of the last clause
runs thus, “ My reins within me
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are consumed with earnest desire

for that day,” and expresses much
the same intensity of desire, as

that which St. Paul experienced,

when he said, “ From whence also

we look for” we
earnestly desire, the Saviour,”

Philip, iii. 20.

St. John, however, speaks more
at large than any of the other

sacred writers upon this wonder-
ful subject^ He asserts, in Rev.
xx. 4—G, the first resurrection,

and the characters, and privileges,

and blessedness of those who shall

become partakers of it ;
“ And

1 saw thrones, and they sat upon
them, and judgment was given

unto them ; and 1 saw the souls

of them that were beheaded for

the witness of Jesus, and for the

word of God, and which had not

worshipped the beast, neither his

image, neither had received his

mark upon their foreheads, or in

their hands ; and they lived and
reigned with Christ a thousand

years. But the rest of the dead
lived not again until the thousand

years were finished. This is the

first resurrection. Blessed and
holy is he that hath part in the

first resurrection : on such the

second death hath no power, but

they shall be priests of God and
of Christ, and shall reign with

him a thousand years.” The
terms which he employs in this

description are plain and literal,

and fully warrant a literal inter-

pretation. No one doubts the

propriety of expounding verses

11—15, of the same chapter li-

terally , for how could these verses

be interpretedfiguratively f Then
why not follow the same rule in

verses 4—6, where some of the

very same words occur?

I am aware that many objec-

tions have been raised against a

literal interpretation of the words

before us, and that some of these

objections have been deduced, or

rather attempted to be deduced,
from the passage itself, so as

to make any other than a figu-
rative acceptation appear absurd.

In seeking to find out the real

meaning of God’s word in all

those places which have been
noticed, it has been my endeavour
to keep as close as possible to the

plain sense of the original lan-

guage, and I wish to do the same
in the present instance.

Nothing can be more evident

than the distinction asserted in

verses 5, 6, and expressly con-

veyed in the phrase, “ the first

resurrection." It is equally clear,

that some are to partake of this

resurrection, and that others are

not to arise until the expiration

of the thousand years. The first

resurrection, therefore, refers to

time, and not to precedency in

character and privilege only. It

is not meant, that when all man-
kind shall have been restored to

life, and are actually standing

before the tribunal of the judge,

the righteous will be called first

out of the whole multitude, to

receive their glorious acquittal ;

but it is affirmed, that only some
will arise, and that others (o< homot)
“ the rest,” will be left in a state

of death until a future period. If

language have any propriety of

signification, such must be the

meaning of the expression, “ But
the rest of the dead lived not

again until the thousand years

were finished"
Let us now consider the de-

scription here given of those who
shall have a part in this resur-

rection, and of the blessed ness they

shall enjoy. The fourth verse

commences thus, “ And I saw

thrones, and they sat upon them,

and judgment was given to them.”
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What can be more evident to the

man who will study the Scriptures

and compare one part with ano-

ther, than that these expressions

describe principally , though, per-

haps, not exclusively , the honour
to which the twelve apostles will

be advanced at the resurrection

of the just ? Compare with these

words the assurances of Christ in

the following texts, “ Verily I say

unto you, that ye which have

followed me, in the regenera-

tion, when the Son of Man shall

sit on the throne of his glory, ye

also shall sit upon twelve thrones,

judging the twelve tribes of Is-

rael,” Matt. xix. 28. “ I ap-

point unto you a kingdom, as my
Father hath appointed unto me;
that ye may eat and drink at my
table in my kingdom, and sit on
thrones, judging the twelve tribes

of Israel,” Luke xxii. 29, 30.

Do they warrant a literal inter-

pretation of the passage before

us ? Do they not instruct us as to

the persons whom St. John saw

sitting upon the thrones?

The signification of trans-

lated judgment, accords with this

interpretation. It certainly means
here, judicial authority. The per-

sons were not judged themselves,

but judgment was given, ((tJodn

avTo/s) intrusted, committed to

them . They are to be assessors

with Christ at the judgment.
St. John further informs us, that

he “ saw the souls of them that

were ‘beheaded for the witness of
Jesus,” &e. The souls is, in the

Greek, vas \J Vv^ri, soul,

hath the following significations

among others in the Scriptures:

—

First, Animal life, as in Matthew
vi. 25, “ Wherefore I say unto
you, Take no thought for your
life (n> 4/ttyri v(aiov). Secondly,
A living animal, a creature that

lives by breathing, as in Rev.

xvi. 3,
fi And the second angel

poured out his vial upon the sea,

and it became as the blood of

a dead man, and every living

soul [hxtix £&>er«) died in the

sea.” Thirdly, The human body,
though dead, as in Acts ii. 27,
“ Thou wilt not have my soul

(ryt 4'wX1,v P'*) 1,1 hell. The Sep-
tuagint version uses trans-

lated soul, for the Hebrew word
bi Levit. xxi. 1, Numbers

v. 2, and vi. 6, where our trans-

lators have very properly rendered
it “ body.” Fourthly, The hu-
man animal soul, as distinguished

both from the body and from the

rational and immortal spirit. It

has this meaning in 1 Thess. v. 23,
“ And I pray God your whole
spirit, and soul, (vl^x”) and
body, be preserved blameless unto
the coming of our Lord Jesus

Christ.” Fifthly, The mind, but
with particular reference to the

affections , as in Acts iv. 32, “ And
the multitude of them that be-

lieved, were of one heart and of
one soul,” Sixthly, A
human person, as in Actsii.41. 43,
“ And the same day there were
added unto them about three

thousand souls, (vl^X'*')* And
fear came upon every soul,” {•non.

m

\J/vX»))« 1 ara indebted to Park-
hurst’s Lexicon to the New Tes-

tament for these significations

and references. According to

that eminent scholar, does

not appear to describe the intel-

lectual and rational, separate from
the sensitive or animal part of
man. When it signifies mind, it

is with reference to the passions

and affections. Hence I am in-

clined to suppose, that zjnvfAx,

spirit, would have been used here,

if the rational part of man were
intended. Besides, how could St.

John have seen the spirits of those

who had been beheaded ? Much
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might be said upon this question,

if my limits allowed, it seems
to me most in unison with the

nature of things, with the con-

nexion of the passage, and with

the meaning of the word itself,

to affix to it either the first or

sixth of the significations which
it has in Scripture, and to under-

stand it to mean here either the

animal life, or the persons of

those who had been beheaded for

the witness of Jesus.

The next clause in the fourth

verse, “ And which had not wor-

shipped the beast,” &c. relates

to another, and more extended
class of persons. 0<rmr, which,

the nominative to the verb, with

its negative particle, h

“ had not worshipped,” is a word
of extensive import, including in

itself the properties both of a re-

lative and antecedent. It means
not only who and which, but who-
soever, every one. In this place

it probably agrees with an ante-

cedent understood, which is fre-

quently the case in elliptical sen-

tences, and the phrase might be
rendered, “ And those who had

not worshipped the beast,” or,

“ whosoever had not worshipped

the beast.” Thus the fourth verse

includes three classes of persons,

namely, the apostles, who are to

sit upon the thrones—the mar-

tyrs, who had died for Christ—and
the faithful, who had not worship-

ped the beast. But the privilege

is not confined to these ; all be-

lievers are to partake of it ; for

in the sixth verse it is said, “ Bless-

ed and holy is he that hath part

in the first resurrection.” I shall

not 6tay to prove, that (/.axscgios

and xyios, blessed and holy, are

terms which properly apply to

every true disciple of Christ. This

text asserts, that he who hath a

part in the first resurrection is

blessed and holy, and consequently
that a part in the first resurrection

is the privilege of him, who is

blessed and holy, i. e. of every

true Christian.

After having described the per-

sons and characters of those who
shall live with Christ a thousand
years, St. John says of them ge-
nerally, Upon such the second
death hath no power.” Upon
such, tutw, upon those, upon
all those, whom he had men-
tioned before. Not merely upon
the apostles, or martyrs, or con-

fessors, or ordinary believers, but
upon all the classes of which he
had spoken, the second death

should have no power.

Such, then, appears to be the

plain meaning of this important

and animating Scripture. It de-

scribes the first resurrection,

—

limits that resurrection to the

apostles, martyrs, confessors, and
believers in Jesus,—asserts that

they shall live and reign with

Christ a thousand years, and shall

never suffer the miseries of the

second death.

From the whole it is evident,

that there is a distinction observ-

able in those texts, which speak

of the resurrection—that the re-

surrection of the just, and the

first resurrection, are Scriptural

and synonymous expressions ;

—

that in many places, this resur-

rection is mentioned in such a

manner as to induce an opinion

that, when it shall occur, some,

viz. the wicked, will remain un-

raised
;
and that this resurrection

of the godly, or the first resur-

rection, will be contemporaneous
with the coming of Christ, to

reign King of kings, and Lord of

lords. I am disposed by these

considerations, and also by other

reasons, which may hereafter be

stated, to receive what is deno-
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ruinated the first resurrection in

its literal acceptation. Connected

as it is, and which I hope to

prove* with the Millennium and the

restoration of the Jews, the sub-

ject must be interesting to the

friends of Israel. The investi-

gation of prophecy, relative to

the conversion of God’s ancient

people, has led my mind to con-

sider the importance of adhering
strictly to the grammatical and
plain sense of plain and express

predictions. Difficulties must be

expected to arise from the very

nature of prophecy, with respect

to events yet future
;
but these dif-

ficulties are not lessened by a Ji-

gurative and spiritual, exclusive

of a literal and simple interpre-

tation. Indeed, most of the ob-

jections which are urged against

the view now taken of the first

resurrection, may, with equal, if

not greater force, be applied to

controvert the opposite opinion.

But I am anticipating what will

more properly form a part of my
next comm unicai ion.

1 shall only add in this place,

that it becomes us continually to

beware of entering into specu-
lative opinions concerning theporr-

ticulars of that blessed event

which these Scriptures exhibit to

our notice. It is sufficient to be-
lieve the first resurrection, and
that upon the word of God, and
in the way which the word of God
communicates the revelation of

this truth. Here we should stop,

and not venture to tread the end-

less mazes of human curiosity

and speculation. It is an awful
and sublime subject, and should
be regarded as such. Where
Christ reigns, nothing that is un-
holy can have place, and, there-

fore, hallowed feelings of humi-
lity, faith, love, and submission
to his word, should possess our

minds, while contemplating this

great and glorious part of divine

truth. It speaks to us all the

solemn admonition, “ Watch ye
therefore, and pray always, that

ye may be accounted worthy to

escape all these things that shall

come to pass, and to stand before

the Son of Man,” Luke xxi. 36.

Charles.

THOUGHTS ON THE SCRIPTURAL
EXPECTATIONS OF THE CHRIS-
TIAN CHURCH.

Practical View.

[ Concluded from page 137.]

The considerations adduced
under the preceding head, con-
cerning ministers of the gospel,

have an especial reference to the

personal advent of Christ, and
the duty laid upon them of di-

recting their attention to that pri-

mary event ; but in contemplating
the subject, as it affects “ the

members of the church in gene-
ral,” a wider range may be taken,

as many additional encourage-
ments of a practical nature are

to be deduced from the several

concomitant circumstances, or

immediate consequences of the

glorious epiphany.

It is an observation suggested
by a superficial view of human
life, and confirmed by common
experience, that, objects indefi-

nite and distant, do not affect the

mind, or influence the conduct
of individuals; whereas distinct-

ness of apprehension, and prox-

imity of attainment, command
immediate notice, and excite

practical exertion. The Christian

church at large exemplifies the

remark. The day of judgment,
the resurrection of the dead, the

world to come, even the recovery
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of Israel, and the latter day glory

of the church, are subjects so

confounded by indistinct concep-
tions of their nature and relative

connection, that hitherto they

have rarely made a suitable im-
pression on the mind, and some
of them are placed at such an

immoderate distance, as to be

scarcely perceptible to the eye of

rational enquiry. Education,
habit, and prejudice have con-
curred with a common under-
standing among men to leave

these matters to their own gene-

ralities and supposed impenetra-

ble obscurity. The general pleas

of presumption, enthusiasm, self-

delusion, and the like, are ad-
vanced, and admitted as sufficient

to stifle at once any pretensions

to nicer investigation and ad-

vanced discovery. Thus even be-

lievers remain in a state of non-
age, babes for the most part in

divine attainments, and have need

to be taught again the rudiments
of a science in which, considering

the age in which they were born,

and the times in which their lot is

cast, they ought to be instructors

to their generation.

When some of these great truths

are incidentally brought before

them in the course of public in-

struction, they, like Agrippa, are

almost persuaded. When rea-

sonings upon righteousness and

j udgment to come are forced upon
their ears, they, like Felix, trem-

ble, but the convenient season for

laying these things to heart sel-

dom arrives. The consideration

that u all things remain as they

were,” has acted as a general

opiate to lull the attention of

mankind, the question, “ where
is the promise of his coming ?”

would not be confined to scoffers
;

did not decency silence a doubt,

which faith has perhaps not altoge-

ther dispelled. It is still time for

the professing people of God, to

live in ceded houses, but the time is

not yet come, according to general

estimation, to build the house of

the Lord. They eat, they drink,

they marry, and areas full of the

cares of this life as if they had no

bread which the world knoweth
not of, no mansion not made with

hands, no reserved inheritance, no
bridegroom to go forth and meet

Many, we may suppose, assisted

in the preparation of the ark,

who secretly derided its builder,

though he were a preacher of

righteousness ; and move than a

century, would probably be con-

sumed in preaching a kingdom
and an earth, wherein the righ-

teous shall dwell, and reign,

before attention would be conci-

liated to the consideration of times

and circumstances, marvellously

analogous to the days of Noah.

The vision was for an appointed

time, when it should speak, but

the time will probably come, and
the vision speak in vain, till the

awful proclamation issue, that

“ time shall be no more.”
Such, it must be admitted, with

comparatively few exceptions, is

the practical effect of generally

received opinions concerning the

second advent, and “ the age
to come.” As the religion of

the illiterate consists in being as

good as their neighbours, and in

doin£no harm, so they expect to

escape, as it were, with their

neighbours, and have no harm
done to them in the day of

account ; as the religion of the

learned turns on their knowledge
of doctrine, and habit of doing

good, they for the most part

expect to be distinguished from

the crowd by the merit of their

attainments and works ; each pro-

crastinates the day, or at least
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postpones the practical considera-

tion of it, till bodily dissolution

approaches.

Persons truly awakened and
converted, are not to be reckoned

in either class, whatever their

condition may be, but early edu-
cation has so much influence in

forming even their opinions upon
the subjects in question, that

when personal religion seriously

arrests their attention, it is gene-

rally so engrossed thereby, that

the glorious expectations of the

church here upon earth, seldom
occupy that place to which they

are entitled, in the secret medi-
tations, or public exercises of its

genuine and spiritual members.
The salvation of the soul is all in

all with them, “ the redemption

of the body,” is comparatively of

little concern ; the fact of the

resurrection is admitted, while

the circumstances of its order,

priorities, and distinctions, so

clearly recognised in holy writ,

are for the most part disregarded.

The condition of the Jews is

viewed only as a standing miracle,

and is thus allowed to remain

;

that neglected part of the com-
munity, regarded by the world

with scorn and derision, supplies

the Christian with an argument
for the truth of his own religion,

while the promises concerning
their restoration are admitted into

his creed so far only as their ac-

commodation ministers to his own
spiritual requirements, and fur-

nishes manna for himself under
the privations of his figurative

wilderness. He takes up his sta-

tion on Gerizim, and engrossing

all its blessings, consigns to its

original occupants the possession

and curse of Ebal. The Gentile
enjoying the figure, overlooks a
literal fulfilment to the Jew.

YOL, VII.

Canaan is transferred to his own
bosom, or placed in the heavens

above, any where but in the

Land of Promise.
The canon of accommodation,

“ Valet ima summis mutare et

insignes attenuat,”—the plainest

expressions submitted to its ordeal

change their import

—

“King-
dom of Israel,” thus trans-

muted, signifies Gentile dynasty
—“Coming down” is inter-

preted “ a strong metaphor for
an ascension upwards”—“ Time^
becomes the synchronism of jEfer-

nity , and “ Earth” the syno-

nyme of Heaven !

These remarks on the practical

operation of received opinions,

may be sufficient to excite a ques-

tion, whether a result of such
discrepancy to the great ceconomy
of man’s probationary condition,

may not have arisen from erro-

neous or inadequate conceptions

of its consummation and issue.

If it shall appear that the redemp-
tion of soul and body is, accord-

ing to the plain import of the

scriptural view of salvation,

brought more within the scope of

our present capacity, than any
condition purely spiritual and
celestial can be ; if the glory of
the Redeemer shall seem to be
concerned in the full manifesta-

tion of his power and godhead, by
the final deliverance and esta-

blishment of bis church on the
very theatre of their sufferings

;

if expressions generally referred

to heaven do relate to a state on
earth ; if “ the dominion under
the whole heaven ” is yet to be
given to the Son of man ; if “ the

saints of the most high” are to

take this kingdom and possess it,

and reign on the earth ; if the
earth itself is to be renewed and
fitted for the habitation of the

D 0
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righteous
;

if these things be so,

and such things are recorded for

our instruction upon whom the

ends of the world are come, the

argument from analogy, from ex-

perience, and from the common
operation of cause and effect,

must shew, that the practical

efficacy of such views and expec-

tations must operate with a force

and intensity proportional to such
clearness of apprehension, and
such proximity of attainment.

Noah would not have been so

diligent in his preparations for the

Ark, had he not been admonished
that the deluge was at hand.

David prepared materials for the

temple, because of the promise

that his son should build it.

Jonah was quickened in his mis-

sion to Nineveh, by the pressing

consideration that “ yet forty

days and that great city should

be overthrown.” Daniel set his

.face unto the Lord in prayer,

having understood by books that

the captivity in Babylon was near

itsaccomplishment. The Christian

church escaped to Pella, when
they understood by certain prog-

nostics, that the destruction of

Jerusalem was at hand. Doubtless

the days are fulfilled when Chris-

tians should be warned to flee

from the wrath to come, when the

materials of the spiritual temple

are to be gathered ; when the

gospel should be preached to the

mystical Nineveh ; when earnest

supplication should be made for

the restoration of Israel ; and
when the beginning of sorrows,

and judgments on the profess-

ing house of (Jod, call loudly

upon bis people to escape out of

Babylon, lest they be partaker

of her plagues, and sink in her

fall.

It is an important concession

from an author who has written

with the avowed purpose of re-

futing the views already exhibited

in these essays, that “ there is

something in the hypothesis of the

personal reign of the Messiah,

which as far as it is believed , is

EXCEEDINGLY AFFECTING TO
the mind.” The author states

these sentiments “ from his ovm
experience,” and thus affords the

most satisfactory evidence as to

the practical view of the subject

which any case can admit of, for

it is the confession of an adver-

sary, and therefore carries with it

all the weight of unquestionable
testimony.

But the doctrine is of too much
moment to be believed by halves.

The expectation is either scrip-

tural, or it is not

;

if it is, it is

entitled to full assent, and thus

admitted in toto would not only
“ affect the mind exceedingly,”

but materially affect the conduct .

The mind ina^v be moved to ex-

cess, the affections excited even
to transport, the passions consi-

derably agitated by striking and
animated exhibitions of the theory

of salvation, and cold indeed must
be the breast which is susceptible

of ordinary impressions only, from
the fervid and glowing colours in

which the word of prophecy has

delineated the circumstances of

the second advent, and the tri-

umphant state of the church on
earth

;
but w hen these 'subjects

are handled in a doctrinal and
didactic way, as they are by the

apostles, the purpose is not the

excitement of feeling, or the ex-

ercise of mental endowments, hut
the regulation of human conduct

under the existing circumstances,

or successive changes of the world.

The whole question assumes a

practical form, doctrines are de-

clared, and duties are enjoined ;

objects of faith are proposed as
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the ground and encouragement of

a corresponding practice ; obedi-

ence under the present oeconomy
is enforced by the consideration

of a just and adequate reward,

reserved for distribution in a dis-

pensation to come, and Christian

profession is thus brought to the

rigid test, and unerring standard

of Christian obligation.

The whole subject, as it regards

the members of the church in ge-

neral , is treated after this manner
in the two Catholic epistles of

St. Peter, containing together the

most systematic and comprehen-
sive, and at the same time the

most practical view which is to be

found in holy writ. The apostle

delineates the character and con-

dition of the believer from his

birth of the incorruptible seed of

the .word, to his admission into

“ the everlasting kingdom .” He
warns him of all his dangers, en-

forces all his duties, and sets be-

fore him all his privileges, ever

maintaining the connection of his

suffering with his triumphant

state, ever directing his mind to

the glorious appearance, personal

descent, and return of the Re-
deemer, as the scope of all his

endeavours, and the substance of

all his hopes. '

The condemnation of the fallen

angels, the universal flood, the

overthrow of Sodom, the deliver-

ance of Noah, and of Lot ; are

set before the church and the

world, not as types and figures

only, but as patterns for imitation

and examples to deter, under a

dispensation yet to come, for the

recompense^of the just, and the

perdition of the ungodly. The
fecapitulation of the whole is

summed up in this practical, ex-

hortation, ** Seeing then that all

these things shall be dissolved,

what manner of persons ought ye

to be in all holy conversation and
godliness. Looking for, and hast-

ing unto the coming of the day of

God.” (2 Peter iii, 11, 12.)

The limits of this section, al-

ready extended beyond its due
proportion, by the copious matter

which a practical view of the sub-

ject affords, will not admit of a

general analysis of these epistles,

which, if accurately made, would
mainly conduce towards the set-

tlement of a question, of which
the last chapter of the 2d epistle

may be deemed the scriptural

key.

The question itself concerning

either advent, seems to be pro-

pounded in the 1st chapter of the

first epistle, and the character of

each is distinguished.

By an attentive perusal of the

first 13 verses, it will appear, that

two kinds or degrees of salvation

are spoken of. In ver. 9, we read
of a salvation received, even the

salvation ofthe soul. “ Of which
salvation, the prophets have en-
quired and searched diligently,

who prophesied of the grace that

should come unto you.” In

ver. 5, and 13, we read of another

salvation, and another grace;
“ A salvation ready to be revealed

in the last time,” and “ the grace

that is to be brought unto you, at

the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

The spirit of Christ “ testified

beforehand of the sufferings of

Christ and the glory that should
follow.” The apostle calls him-
self “ a witness of the sufferings

of Christ, and also a partaker of

the glory that shall be revealed.”

He exhorts others to “ rejoice,

inasmuch as ye are partakers of

Christ’s sufferings , that when his

glory shall be revealed, ye maybe
glad also, with exceeding gTeat

joy.” He sets before them the

pattern and pledge of this glory
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in the power and coming of

Christ, as exhibited in the Holy
Mount,where Moses and Elias “ap-
peared in glory.” He is to come,
according to another apostle, “ to

be glorified and admired in them
that believe,” to “ change our
vile bodies, that they may be
fashioned like unto his glorious

body and again, “ if we suffer

with him we shall also be glorified

together,” “ if we suffer we shall

also reign with him.” On this

glorious epiphany, and on this

kingdom, both yet to come, does

St. Peter, in perfect harmony with

St. Paul, direct the church to fix

its scriptural expectation. He
speaks under one view of “ The
appearing of Jesus Christ,”

—

“ The everlasting kingdom,”

—

t( The day of judgment,”—and
“ a thousand years.” Thus con-

necting the second advent, the

reign of the Messiah upon earth,

and the judgment of quick and
dead, with the millennium ; a

combination aild coincidence al-

ready exhibited in these papers,

and illustrated from scriptural

evidence. On these grounds, and
in expectation of a state so dif-

ferent from the present, that it is

denominated “ new heavens, and
A new earth,” the apostle ex-

horts the church in general to pay
a practical attention to the follow-

ing duties; patience under trials

—constancy in affliction—holi-

ness in all manner of conversa-

tion— careful circumspection-
laying aside malice and hypocrisy

—growth in grace—edification in

the faith—abstinence from fleshly

lusts—good works—honest con-

versation—submission to lawful

authority—loyalty and philan-

thropy-family subjection, and
domestic authority—endurance of

injuries—meekness of temper

—

unanimity—compassion— charity

—courtesy—returning good for

evil—restraint of the tongue

—

suffering for righteousness’ sake

—

bearing the reproach of Christ—
sobriety— vigilance— hospitality

—gratuitous superintendance and
support of Christ’s flock—mu-
tual subjection—entire resigna-

tion to God—and stedfast resist-

ance of the devil.

Such are the practical injunc-

tions of the first epistle, and they

are all virtually included in that

brief, but comprehensive sum-
mary of Christian faith and prac-

tice, contained in 2 Pet. i. “ Giv-

ing all diligence, add to your
faith, virtue, and to virtue, know-
ledge, and to knowledge, temper-
ance, and to temperance, patience,

and to patience, godliness, and to

godliness, brotherly kindness, and
tobrotherly kindness,charity,” &c.
“ for so an entrance shall be minis-

tered untoyou abundantlyintoTHE
EVERLASTING KINGDOM of OUr
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

The apostle iuforms the church,

that in both his epistles, it is his

object to call to their remem-
brance “ the words which were
spoken before by the holy pro-

phets.” The prophet Daniel

speaks of a time when “ the

saints of the Most High shall take

the kingdom, and possess the

kingdom forever,” (Dan. vii. 18.)
“ The kingdom, and dominion,

and the greatness of the kingdom
under the whole heaven, shall be
given to the people of the saints

of the most high, whose kingdom
is AN EVERLASTING KINGDOM,
and all dominions shall serve and
obey him.” The prophet and the

apostle are both speaking of the

second advent, and therefore this
EVERLASTING KINGDOM, SO

called, because it shall not be
destroyed by any other, appears

to be that which is given to the
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Son of man at his coming in the

clouds of heaven, into which “ an

abundant entrance ” is promised

to the church by St. Peter, and
which Daniel speaks of as taken

and possessed by the saints. This

appears to be no other than the

glorious reign of the Messiah and
his redeemed, on the destruction

of the prophetical and apocalyp-

tic beast, or Roman empire ;
and

that it is a kingdom on earth ,
and

not in heaven , is manifest from
the expression, “ under the whole
heaven ;

yf and it is over the whole

earth, otherwise how are all

people, nations, and languages,

to serve therein ? If on a pro-

phetical view of the subject it

should appear, that according to

any and every scriptural and pos-

sible calculation, this kingdom
cannot be very far distant, if it

should appear highly probable,

that it is nigh at hand, then it

must be admitted, that a prac-

tical view must now or never be
“ exceedingly affecting to the

mind,” and powerfully influential

on the conduct. If THE DAY of
the Lord, which St. Peter tells

us, “ will come as a thief in the

night,” be “ the coming of the

Son of man couched under that

figure in Matt. xxiv. 43, and
Rev. iii. 3, and xvii. 15 ; if the

exhaustion of the Turkish power
be signified by the drying up of

the Euphrataean waters under the

6th vial of the Apocalypse, all

which appears not only plausible,

but in the highest degree proba-
ble : then, indeed, though we
know neither the day, nor the

hour , the time is come, when as

Noah preached righteousness, and
Jonah repentance; as John came
baptizing with water, so ought
those disciples who are not in

darkness, that that day should
overtake them as a thief, to be

even now, “ like unto men that

wait for their Lord,” for “ blessed

are those servants whom the Lord

when he cometh shall find watch-

ing, Lukexii.36. Not to discern

“ this time,” under existing cir-

cumstances, can arise only from

that species of hypocrisy to which

such blindness is attributed in

scripture.

Here then we might leave the

subject, as far as it concerns the

church in general

;

for if the epis-

tles of St. Peter do not, for the

most part, justify the expectations

contended for, and his view thereof

be not practical in the highest

degree ; all such opinions, from

whatever source derived, may be
deemed merely speculative, and
consequently of doubtful obliga-

tion ; but the scriptural evidence

as to faith and practice is not con-

fined to the testimony of this

apostle, satisfactory and conclu-

sive as it must appear to every

unprejudiced mind. In addition

to the many confirmations con-

tained in the parables and dis-

courses of our Lord, and replete

as they are with practical admo-
nitions with reference to his com-
ing as the Son of man to take his

kingdom, there is a great body of

evidence to be collected, not only

from the whole book of the Apo-
calypse, but especially as to the

practical view9 from the episto-

lary admonitions addressed to the

Asiatic churches.

Whatever may be the opinions

of learned expositors as to the

prophetical character of these re-

markable addresses to the church
in general, there can be no diver-

sity of sentiment as to their prac-

tical import, and their application

to the various circumstances and
condition of individual believers.

“ He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith to the
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churches” is the monitory roice

addressed to every one of the re-

generate at the conclusion of each
address, and the commencement
of each is as practical as the con-
clusion is personal. “ I know
thy works.” In the characters

of these primitive churches
; the

backslider—the false professor

—

the hypocrite—the covetous man
—theidolator—the spiritual adul-

terer —the formalist — and the

lukewarm, are personally admo-
nished. In each “ He that over-

cometh” is individually encou-
raged with a specific promise* and
therein all true believers are in-

cluded, for “ Who is he that

overeometh, but he that believ-

eth r” A very simple considera-

tion of the nature and quality of

these promises will be sufficient to

shew that many of them were not

fulfilled to the churches originally

addressed, and that having re-

ceived no adequate fulfilment

since, their ultimate and full ac-

complishment is yet in reserve to

the collective body of the faithful

in “ the dispensation of the ful-

ness of the times,” and at “ the

restitution of all things,” in “ the

regeneration,” when the Son of

man shall sit on the throne of his

glory, and the reign of the saints

commence.
The promises to “ him that

evercometh,” that ** he shall eat

of the tree of life,” and “ not be
hurt of the second death,” might
alone illustrate the position.

Whatever may be the spiritual

and inchoate reference of the first

to the daily sustenance of the

faithful, even now by the body
and blood of Christ; we read in

Rev. xxii. 2, that in the New Jeru-

salem state, “in the midst of the

street of it, and on either side of

the river, was the trek of life.”

This, arfid the preceding chapter,

are considered by the generality

of expositors, as figurative of the

heavenly state alone, but the view
now taken from their internal

evidence will go far towards the

refutation of that exclusive re-

ference, and shew that a time
state on earth is shadowed forth

under this expressive imagery.
Of this “ tree of life,” it is said,
“ the leaves of the tree were for

the healing of the nations,” and
few,, it is conceived, if any, who
maintain that the New Jerusalem
is the celestial glory, will expect
the healing of the nations after

the translation of the church to

heaven itself. But the second
promise, “ He that overeometh
shall not be hurt of the second
death,” is still more conclusive

as to a prior condition of the re-

deemed upon earth. By Rev.
xx. 6, it appears that exemption
from the second death, is one of

the high privileges of the first re-

surrection, “ Blessed and holy is

he that hath part in the first re-

surrection, on such the second

death hath no power.”
It is well known, that the doc-

trine of the first resurrection had
such a practical influence in the

early ages of the church, that

many suffered patiently, and even
desired martyrdom, that they

might ensure a part in it, and St.

Paul clearly intimates the same,
when he says, “ others were tor-

tured, not accepting deliverance,

that they might obtain a better
resurrection,” Heb. xi. 15. Its

practical influence on his own
conduct, is recorded by himself

in his epistle to the Philippians,

chapi 3.—See also Bishop New-
ton’s reference from Dodwell,

ver. 3, p. 379.*

* Jam in Milleunii regno primani

fore rcsurrectioncm corporuna credide-

I
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Another promise is equally

conclusive, “ He that overcometh

and keepeth my works unto the

end, unto him will l give power
over the nations.”

It may be asked, when have

believers, as such, ever yet had

power over the nations, or how
can they be expected to admi-

nister such power in heaven ?

Surely such an authority can only

be exercised, “ when the meek
shall inherit the earth,” and the

earth shall be fitted as an habita-

tion for the righteous, when the

kingdom and dominion shall be

given to the saints, to execute

the judgment written. This

honor have all his saints,” Psalm
cxlix.

Another promise may with

equal propriety, be referred to the

dispensation in question. “ He
that overcometh, the same shall

be clothed in white raiment, and

I will not blot his name out of the

Book of Life, but 1 will confess

his name before my Father, and
his angels.”

The New Jerusalem is repre-

sented as “ a bride adorned for

her husband,” and “ to her was

granted, that she should be ar-

rayed in fine linen, white and
clean, for the fine linen is the

righteousness of the saints,”

Rev. xfx. 8.

“ Whosoever shall be ashamed
of me, and of my words, in this

adulterous and sinful generation,

of him shall the Son of man be

ashamed when he cometh in the

runt Primoevi Christiani. Et iit justo-

rum propriam cum crediderunt resur-

rectionem, it# martyrum in ea portio-

neui louge esse pracipuam. Hac cum ita

crederentur dici nequit quantum mar-

tyres illius aetatis martyrii studio in-

flaiumarint. Dodwelli Dissert. Cyprian

XII. de Martyrum fortitudiue, sect. 20,
21 . _

glory of liis Father with his holy

angels.” These two passages

sufficiently prove the time and
circumstances of the fulfilment

of the promise.

There are still two promises,

which, if language has any mean-
ing, and is to be taken according
to its obvious sense, do most
abundantly shew, that these pro-
mises await their full and final

accomplishment on fhe restora-

tion of the kingdom to Israel on
the establhhment of Christ’s

Davidical throne, and the reign

of the saints on earth.

“ I will write upon him the
name of the city of my God,
which is New Jerusalem, which
cometh down out of heaven.”—
“ To him that overcometh will !

give to sit with me on my throne,

even as I also overcame, and am
set down with my Father in his

throne.”

In the last promise the throne
of the Son is clearly distinguished

from that of the Father, as it is in

other places of Scripture, and by
the Saviour himself.—See Luke
xxii. 29, 30, and Matt. xix. 28.

If these promises are not to be
referred to the glorious advent,
anti triumphant kingdom of the
Messiah, it will be difficult to find

any suitable and consistent ap-
plication for them, collectively

considered ; and if such be their

reference, then not only the fiiem-

bers of the church in general^
but THE WORLD AT LARGE, are

concerned in their accomplish-
ment. “ The kingdoms of this
w*6rld, are to become the king-
doms of our Lord.” “ The
whole creation groaneth and tra-

vaileth in pain together, and with

earnest expectation waiteth for

the manifestation of the sons of
God ”

But, “ the creature is yet sub-
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ject to vanity,” and ff the world
lieth in wickedness.” The last

days and the perilous times are

come. The departure from the

faith, of which “ the Spirit speak- •

eth expressly,” the very charac-

ters so accurately delineated by
Peter, Paul, Jude, and John, are

hastening on the mystery of ini-

quity ; earthquakes in divers

places, distress of nations with

perplexity, the number of indi-

viduals, who are at this time en-

gaged in the peculiar investiga-

tion of the word of prophecy, these

and many more signs of the latter

days actually in appearance, ren-

der this subject one of immediate
interest and importance, and of

the most extensive practical ap-
plication.

Considering the immense pre-

paration made by the economy of

Redemption, for the salvation of

man, and the means possessed by
nations professing the faith, for

the enlargement of the church of

Christ, it is astonishing to a re-

flecting mind, that so little should
hitherto havebeen effected thereby

for the world at large. The nations

are still sitting in darkness, and
the earth is still the habitation of

cruelty, and as much filled with

violence as in the days of Noah.
The Christian churches first plant-

ed, are either altogether extin-

guished, and swept from the

earth, or have grossly degenerated
from their primitive state of sim-

plicity. The prospect, lamentable

as it is, is no other than that deli-

neated by the word of prophecy,

but for want of attention to the

light afforded by it in such dark-

ness, the expectation of the world,

and the practical efforts of the

church, are, for the most part,

erroneous and ill directed. The
potentates of the Roman apoca-

lyptic world, are looking only to

the enlargement of their domi-
nions, and the continuance of

their dynasties, to the building

up again those very establish-

ments, and the concentration of

that very system, against which,

divine judgments have hitherto,

as in the days of Pharaoh, been
executed in vain. The churches

are each looking to the propa-

gation of their own peculiar tenets,

and the protection of their private

interests. The powers in existence,

secular and ecclesiastical, appear

equally blind to the great scriptu-

ral expectations of the church, and
thejudgments which are to begin

at the house of God, and prepare

for the restoration of his people.

Hence the disposition to favour a

falling interest, and a blind in-

difference to that which is to rise

again. Hence, “ Edom saith, we
are impoverished, but we will re-

turn, and build thedesolate places.

Thus saith the Lord of hosts.

They shall build but I will throw

down, and they shall call them,

the border of wickedness, and the

people against whom the Lord
hath indignation for ever, and
your eyes shall see, and ye shall

say, The Lord will be mag-
nified FROM THE BORDER OF
Israel,” Mai. i. 4.

It is just before the fall of

Babylon, that the apostle “ saw
another angel fly in the midst of

heaven, having the everlasting

gospel to preach unto them that

dwell on the earth, and to every

nation, and kindred, and tongue,

and people, saying with a loud

voice, “ Fear God and give glory

to him, for the hour of his judg-
ment is come.” It may have been

objected, that if the views sug-

gested in these papers were re-

ceived, it would draw off man-
kind from attention to their ordi-

nary duties, and repress the pre-
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sent disposition to missionary ex-

ertions. So far ' from it, these

views, as far as they have been
promulgated and received, have

been already blessed to the con-

version of some to the true faith

of Christ, and to the recovery of

others who had departed from it,

and as to the general diffusion of

the gospel, as it was preached

throughout the Roman world
before the destruction of Jeru-

salem, so possibly it will prove at

last that this go*pel of the king-

dom, (the gospel of the age to

come), will be preached to all the

world before the end : that is,

the end of the present dispen-

sation, for as Christ appeared
“ once in the end of the world,”

(the Jewish economy), to put away
sin, so “ to them that look for

him shall he appear a second time

(in the end of this world, the present

Christian era,) without sin unto
salvation,” and then will “ his

kingdom come, and his will be
done, on earth.”

To expect that “ the heathen will

be given to the Son for his inhe-

ritance, and the uttermost parts

of the earth for his possession,”

before he is set up, as “ king
upon his holy hill of Zion ;” to

suppose that the nations will walk
in the light of the New Jerusalem,
before the restoration of Israel,

is an expectation, which, however
general it may become, will not
on that account be more scrip-

tural, When Solomon was about
to ascend the throne of his father,

according to promise, ‘ c Adonijah
exalted himself, saying, I will be
king,” and thus at the present
time, it has been well remarked,
the church, and even the world,
expect a millennium of their own
device and establishment. Hence,
the vain expectation of some, of

VOL. VII.

converting apostate Gentiles, and
the hopelessness observable in

others concerning the restoration

of the Jews. Hence “ the people

imagine a vain thing, the kings

of the earth stand up, aud the

rulers take counsel together.”

Nevertheless “ he that shall come
will come, and will not tarry; ’’and

as David said of the typical, so

will it come to pass in the millen-

nial reign, “Assuredly Solomon my
son shall reign, and sit upon my
throne,”and as the son of Bathsheba

reigned of old, according to the

promise, so according to the

prophecy, * 6 the kingdom shall

come to the daughter of Jeru-

salem.”

There are two, and only two

primary scriptural expectations

prior to the great consummation.
One is, the destruction of Ba-

bylon, and the other, the resto-

ration of Israel. The practical

consideration of these two would
suffice, if duly enforced, to regu-

late not only the current of

public opinion, but the course

of Christian duty. It would give

a specific and peculiar efficacy

to those missionary labours, by
which the remnant according to

the election of grace, is to be
gathered in ; it would accelerate

the last universal publication of

the gospel, to be made, as “ a
witness” to all nations. This,

it appears, is intended rather for

the conviction than the conversion

of the world at large ,
for he who

saith to his disciples “ Occupy
till I come, hath put also this

'practical question concerning

mankind in general, “ When
the Son of man cometh shall he
find faith on the earth ?

Yours, &c.

Basilicus.

EE
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LETTER TO THE EDITORS.
Gentlemen,

Having been lately reading the

learned and masterly discourses of Dr.

Van Mildert,
now Lord Bishop of Lan-

daff, “ On the Rise and Progress of

Infidelity,” delivered by him, for the

lecture founded by Mr. Boyle, and pub-

lished in 1806, I was much struck with

a passage relating to the couversion of

the Jews and the Millennium, in the

twelfth discourse of the second volume,

page 454. It is so well adapted to

your pages at the present time, that

I have transcribed it, and send it for

insertion. 1 am, Your’s, &c.

Vigil.

Extract from a Sermon of the pre-

sent Lord Bishop of Landaff,
re-

specting the Conversion of the Jews
and the Millennium.

i To another great .event we are

taught likewise to look forward, namely,

the conversion of the Jews to the faith

of Christ, and their reinstatement as the

favoured people of God. That those,

who have for so many ages resisted the

strongest evidences of the Gospel, and

show n themselves to be its bitterest and

most unrelenting adversaries, should

yield, in the last days, to the force of

conviction, and even become, (as seems

to be foretold) not only depositaries of

the true faith, but the most active and

successful instruments in the conversion

of others
;
may, by the unbeliever, be

regarded as an idle dream. Neverthe-

less, as it is almost impossible not to

perceive the hand of God in the strange

vicissitudes that have hitherto befallen

that wonderful people
;
so is it hardly

to be doubted, that they are thus mi-

raculously preserved, for some astonish-

ing and greatly beneficial purpose, yet

to be accomplished. That no clear

indications have hitherto appeared of a

disposition, on their part, to acknow-

ledge the truth of the Gospel, does not

furnish a solid objection against this

well grounded expectation. For besides,

that we know not how long it may be

before this great event may happen, nor

what favourable circumstances shall

arise to hasten its arrival

,*

* it is ob-

vious to remark, that, to the Omni-
potent ruler of the universe, means of

effecting such a purpose can never be
wanting. Whether it shall be gradually

effected, by the ordinary course of human
agency

;
or whether (as the learned and

sagacious Mede* has conjectured) the

Jewish nation, like their great prototype

St. Paul, after “ breathing out threaten-

ings and slaughters” against Christians

for so long a time, shall be suddenly

aud miraculously converted to the truth
;

is a point not to be determined by any
express predictions of holy writ. None,
however, but an atheist will deny, that

with God all this is possible; and that

thus to raise the spiritually dead to life,

and restore these lost members to the

church, is equally within the compass
of his power, as literally to re-unite the

soul to the body, to give light to the

blind, or to infuse fresh rigour into the

limbs of the paralytic. Nothing, at

least, is more certain, than that the

Scriptures clearly foretel the conversion

and restoration of the Jews, and that

a most satisfactory pledge of the ful-

filment of those predictions is already

given, by what has actually been brought

to pass in their dispersion and pre-

servation.

Respecting the Millennium, or reign

of the saints on earth for a thousand

years, after these events shall have taken

place, there is room for great variety of

conjecture. Whether with the earlier

fathers of the Christian church, and
some eminent expositors of modern
times, we are to expect that a resurrec-

tion and triumph of the saints shall

precede the general and final resurrec-

tion
;
or whether we hold with others,

that it is not to be a reign of persons

raised from the dead, but a renovated

state of the church, flourishing glori-

ously for one thousand years, after the

conversion of the Jews, and the flowing

in of all nations to the Christian faith
;

it is not necessary to determine. The
former interpretation seems to offer

the least violence to the language of
Scripture ; and is supported by great

authorities. But our trust in the pro-

mises of God depends not on the deter-

Christianity amougst the Jews was not

then instituted.—Ed.
* See Mede’s Works, book v. chap.ii.* The London Society for promoting
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ruination of this question -, since which-

soever interpretation we adopt, the

splendid predictions of the inspired

writers, both in the Old and New Tes-

tament, will, doubtless, be verified,

either in a literal or in a figurative ac-

ceptation, to their fullest extent. In

the mean time, the condition of the

church, antecedently to that its tri-

umphant state, may reasonably be ex-

pected to exhibit a diversified scene of

trial and victory, of peril and deliver-

ance, of depression and recovery, si-

milar to what it has hitherto undergone.’

A DIFFICULT, BUT MOST IM-
PORTANT INQUIR Y PROPOSED.

To the Edit rs of the Jewish Expositor.

Gentlemen,

A very little intercourse with the

remnant of the ancient people of God,
brings before the Gentile-Christian many
weighty subjects for meditation, and

opens to him many and satisfactory

views of Scripture passages, which,

without this intercourse, he would never

have arrived at. Amongst the former,

is one arising from two contradictory

objections which this people is accus-

tomed to urge. The Jew, who has

never seen the New Testament, directly

objects, that the Lord Jestis cannot be

the Messiah, for he destroyed the law,

and taught his followers to act directly

contrary to its precepts. The Jew,

who has read the New Testament in

a manner answers this by another, w hich

he urges, not against the religion, but

against its professors. Think not that

I am come to destroy the Law and the

Prophets
;

(he will quote) I am come,
not to destroy but to fulfil

;
and to

this he adds, that our Lord himself

observed every tittle of the Mosaic in-

stitution
;
he then demands upon

f
what

authority professing Christians reject

the whole ceremonial, and imperfectly

obey the moral law, by sanctifying the

first instead of the seventh day. I am
w’ell aware of the multiplicity of answers

given by Christian divines, but must
confess, that to me, as well as to the

Jews, they are utterly unsatisfactory, and
at variance with one another. If the

answer to the first objection, taken

from the abrogation of the Mosaical

law, stand, then Matt. v. 17, as quoted,

if I mistake not, in Leslie’s Short

Method, falls to the ground.— Again, if

those words of our Lord be a sufficient

answer to the first, how are we to reply

to the second objection. I should like

to venture my own solution of the dif-

ficulty, in order that it may be fully

discussed by your more experienced

Christian correspondents : it is as fol-

lows :

—

The law of Moses was not given to

the Gentiles, but as a national code
to the house of Israel. The Gentiles,

therefore, whether they be Pagans or

Christians, are under no obligation to

observe it, as the apostles determined in

the first counsel, “It seemed good to

the Holy Ghost and to us, to lay upon
you (Gentiles) no greater burdens than

these necessary things, that ye abstain

from meats offered to idols, and from
blood, and from things strangled, and
from fornication

;
from which, if ye

keep yourselves, ye shall do well.” To
the Jews, on the contrary, the law was
given as their national legislature, there-

fore, so long as they remain a nation,

even to the great and terrible day of the

Lord, they are called upon “ to re-

member the law of Moses, the statutes,

and the judgments,” (Mai. iv. 4.).

This, we find, was actually the conduct
of the first Jew'ish converts. They did

not take upon themselves to desert their

nation, or to renounce their law, but
continued stedfastly, “ walking after the

customs —when Paul came to Jeru-

salem
;

the elders said to him, “ Thou
seest how many thousands of Jews there

are which believe, and they are all

zealous of the law," (Acts xxi. 20.)

Here we find, on the testimony of an
inspired apostle, that many thousands

could believe, and yet be zealous of the

law. I most earnestly request the atten-

tion and remarks of your correspondents,

as I am convinced that, if I be right,

this solution is the only one that can
satisfy the Jews as a nation, or pro-

duct any thing like a national effect.

I am, your’s, &c.

Shear Jashtb,
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LETTERS FROM MR. WOLFF.

Cairo, Dec. 2, 1821.

Jn the British Consulate .

To the Malta Bible Society.

Gentlemen,

Your letter in answer to mine of

the 17th of September, arrived safely

after my return from the mount Sinai,

and unspeakable joy took hold of my
heart by the perusal of it, and 1 has-

ten, therefore, to communicate to you

my proceedings from the 29th of Oc-

tober, till the present moment.

After I had takeu leave of that Ger-

man congregation, composed of Roman
Catholics and Protestants, to whom 1

preached .every Suuday the Gospel of

Christ in the house of Henry Salt, Esq.

I set off for an excursion to the mount
Sinai, encouraged to that purpose by

Peter Lee, Esq. 1 undertook my jour-

ney in the company of two English geu-

tlemen. As Mr. Salt was not yet returned

from Alexandria, his chancellor, Mr. S.

procured me, instead of Mr. Salt, a

firman, from the governor at Cairo. 1

took with me, 12 Greek, and 2 Arabic
New Testaments, 2 Hebrew Bibles, 12
Arabic Psalters, and 3 Hebrew Psalters,

which I intended to make a present to

the convent upon mount Sinai : for as

these poor monks live from the charity

of travellers, and as never any body
carried the Bible to that ancient spot,

I judged that the Bible Society would

approve of my giving to them the word

of God without money and without

price ! 1 took three camels, upon one

of which I rode, upon another my ser-

vant rode, and the third was laden with

the trunks of Bibles and Testaments.

I read the Gospel to those Arabs that

accompanied us on our way to the

mount Sinai, they listened to me with

attention, as well when I read to them

the sermon on the mount, as when I

talked *with them about the most mer-

ciful God, who Is one, who will judge

those that believe and those that do not.

I paid 110 piastres for every camel.

We arrived there, I think, on the 6th of

November, 12 o’clock at night
5

we

were drawn up by a cord through the

window, for the monks never open the

gate on account of the Arabs. We were

received most cordially, and we break-

fasted the next morning w ith the monks,
the number of whom consists of twenty-

five. 1 invited the superiors to come
into my room. After dinner was over,

Pater M. and Pater G. the two su-

periors, and some of the most clever

men among them, entered my room.

I declared to them my mission; they

lifted up their eyes towards heaven, and

praised God. As they talked only mo-
dern Greek, I was obliged to speak with

them by means of a Drugoman. I

desired every one of them to pray for

the salvation of the Jews
;

I did three

times beseech them, to pray for the

Jews, and they did three times

most solemnly promise to prayfor the

salvation of the Jews ! And if you
should meet with any Jews, especially

Mr. and Mrs. Parienti, tell them, that

upon Sinai, prayers are offered upfor
jhe'salvation of Israel ; tell them , that

their brother Joseph Wolff,
prayed

upon Sinai to that very Jehovah who
appeared to Moses in the thorn-bush

,

for his brethren , that they might be

saved ; that they may look to him—
to that angel in the wilderness

,
whom

our forefathers have pierced—and
mourn. 1 showed to them, after this, the

holy writings, all of which I intended to

make them a preseut of. They were

highly rejoiced, and asked me whether

I could not give them more copies of

the - Arabic New Testaments, which

they would distribute among the neigh-

bouring Christians at Tur and other

places, who speak no other language

but the Arabic. I regretted that 1 had

not taken more copies with me, but

told them that I might pi-ocure for

them more by means of the British

Consul General at Cairo, and after I

bad made them acquainted with the

object of the British and Foreign Bible

Society, I asked them whether they

w ould be ready to promote the cause of

that Society, and whether they would

declare', by a letter directed to my em

-

ployer, their disposition to promote the
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cause of that Society? they replied,

With the greatest 'pleasure. They

told me, that Hilarion (whom I men-

tioned to them) is a member of the

very convent of mount Sinai. They

told me that Salouichi should be a great

field for my missionary labours. The

superior invited us the following morn-

ing (Nov. 8,) to his room : I talked

over with him the whole matter
;
but

Pater G. took the most lively interest,

and invited me in the evening to his room,

desired that I should write my name

and the name of my employer, and my
direction in several Bibles which I had

given to them, and expressed a wish to

be in continual correspondence with me.

I told him, that he should direct his

letters to me to the British Consulate

of Cairo or Alexandria. The monks
told us that they should not be able to

accompany us to the summit of Moses

and St.Catherine, on account of a tribe of

Arabs, who would press them for so much
money and provisions, that they could

not supply them with, and that they

would therefore kill one of their mem-
bers, if they were to meet with him out

of the convent
;
but they would send

some of those Arabs with us, who are

frieuds of them. We therefore went in

the company of an Arab, (on Nov. 9th)

to the summit of Moses; I read there in

Hebrew and English, Exodus xx. xxiv.

Deut. xxxii. and Matthew v. after this

we went to the rock of Meribah and

St. Catherine, but on our return to the

convent, twelve of that very Arab tribe

who had been at war with the convent,

attacked and compelled us to go with

them to their teuts, three days’ journey

distant from the convent, and told

us, that they should keep us until

the superiors of the convent at Cairo

had written to the monks of the convent

upon mount Sinai, that they would

give to them all the provisions they want.

1 told them in Arabic, that we belonged

to the English nation, and that they

would be answ’erable for their conduct

;

—it was of no use—they told us, that

we should send a courier to Cairo, and

give notice to the English Consul, of

our having been taken captive by the

Arabs, and that they are determined to

keep us until the Consul has compelled

the President of the convent of St. Gi-

ovanni at Cairo, w ho is first president

of the Sinai convent, to send orders to
his monks at Sinai, to provide the Arabs
with as much provisions as they like.

As well our servants, who remained in

the convent, as Messrs. C. and C. and
myself, sent couriers to the British

Consulate at Cairo, and having been
obliged to mount the camels, we arrived

on the third day in the camp of two
rich Shechs, called Hassan and Musa.
I tried to talk with them about religion,

but they turned their back, and I was
not provided with any copy of the
Arabic New Testament. 1 was very
much distressed indeed 1 but on the
third day of our stay in that camp,
a Shech, who saw us ac Suez, where we
were very well received by the com-
mander of that town, who is a Turk-
arrived in the camp of Hassan, re-

cognized us, and told Shech Hassan,
that Mr. C. has been very kind tow ards
him, and gave him medicine without
the least recompence. I told him of
the injustice of his countrymen, and
told him, in the presence of those

Shechs who took us captive, that the
Pasha shall take steps for rescuing us.

Shech Ibrahim called me aside, and
promised me that w'e should be set at

liberty before tw'o days were past. He
went that very evening, on our account,

to the camp of Salikh, who is the first

Shech throughout the desert, and friend

to the Pasha. Shech Salikh arrived the
following day with fifty other Shechs,

and my servant, who had left the con-
vent, arrived safely in our prison, under
the protection of Salikh. I went amoug
all the Shechs, and told them, ‘ that we
must be dismissed this very moment,
and I was sure they would be punished
if they did not dismiss us.’ After a
discussion of two hours, we were dis-

missed from our captivity, where we,
however, had been treated with the

greatest civility and kindness. We met,
on our return to Suez, the couriers of
the governor of Cairo, with orders to

Shech Salikh, that he should bring

bound all the Shechs of that tribe who
had taken us prisoners. We arrived

safely at Cairo on the 26th of Novem-
ber. Mr. Salt was already come back
from Alexandria to Cairo: he received

me with the greatest kindness, and 1

met with the same kind reception from
Mrs. Salt and her mother. Mr. Salt
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was so kiud as to give me again my
former room in his house, and I thus

enjoy again the greatest pleasure of

getting information and advice from that

learned gentleman. He shows to me
the most interesting ancient books of

his library
;
and as I shall leave Cairo,

after three or four days, directly for

Jerusalem, he has kindly furnished me
with a general letter of introduction to

all the British Consuls and agents, and

is procuring me a firman from the Pasha

from Egypt, for that of St. Jean D’Arc.

I have introduced Mr. C. to some of

those Jews with whom I conversed
;
and

the monks of mount Sinai sent me a

receipt for those Bibles I presented them
with, and wrote to their president re-

siding at Cairo, that he should write to

Henry Drummond, Esq. that they should

be obliged if the Bible Society would
furnish them with Bibles and tracts, and

that they are ready to distribute them
among the poor.

The superior wrote that letter, and
called yesterday on Henry Salt, Esq. the

British Consul General, who called him
below into his room, and recommended
the cause of the Bible Society most

warmly to the Superior. The Superior of

mount Sinai delivered to me after this,

the letter for Henry Drummond, Esq.

Mr. Salt charged me likewise to tell you,

that he should have written to you, Gen-

tlemen, long ago, but that he was very

poorly for some weeks
;
his health is now,

God be thanked, restored. Yesterday I

preached to my German congregation,

Messrs. C. and C. and likewise one Jew
were present. All the Germans now
desire Bibles and New Testaments. You
should send to Henry Salt, Esq. and

Mr. Lee, a quantity of German Bibles

and Testaments : fifty copies would not

be too many.
I should be glad if Dr. Naudi would

send the enclosed letter to Bergamo,

near Milan
;

it is a letter of a poor

widow to her son, who called on me
to-day, and desired me to write a letter

to her son and sister. I wrote to them

that they might forward the letter by

the Austrian Consul at Malta. Dr.

Naudi will, therefore, be so kind as to

deliver the letter to his brother-in-law

the Consul, that he may forward the

letter to Milan. I shall make an ac-

count of those Bibles I have sold, and

the expence I had with Procopius at

Jerusalem
;
and I think 1 shall be able

to send you, notwithstanding all this,

forty or fifty dollars. I leave Cairo for

Jerusalem this week. Mr. Salt has fur-

nished me with letters of introduction.

Send all -my letters either directly to

Aleppo, or to Peter Lee, Esq.

With respect to the Jews, you will hear

by Henry Drummond, Esq. to whom I

have sent my whole Journal by means
of Mr. C. Mr. Salt told me yesterday,

that my visit to Cairo was no doubt,

of great use
;
the Jews have been stirred

up
;

there have been fifty at once in my
rooms at Mr. Salt’s. The great rabbi M.
himself called, and you will be rejoiced

to hear that Mahomed Effendi (Mr.

English) has given up the idea of re-

maining a Mahomedan
;

he told me
that 1 have spoken to his heart.

I am, Your’s, &c.

Joseph Wolff.

Cairo
,
December 7 , 1821.

My very dear Patron,

As 1 am about to leave Egypt, and

the family of dear Mr. Salt, where I

received so much kindness, and to pro-

ceed on my journey to Jerusalem, I

apprehend the moment of leisure to

write to you and acknowledge your dear

letter of the 3d of September, which

gave me great, very great joy indeed.

I only regret that it was riot a louger

letter. I go now every day farther and

farther from the English people, and

shall be obliged to dwell among a people

whose feeling, religion, and rite3, are

so different from those 1 have been ac-

customed to see in the land of energy,

integrity, and piety, in the land of gen-

tlemen, with one word

—

in England—
but this is my destination-r—tot go to a

people, whose heart is f^', ^ihose ears

are heavy, and whose eyes are shut.

Lord, here am I, send me ! Ypu will

perceive by the letter I have written to

Mr. Bayford, the alteration which has

taken place in Mr. English’s heart—it

is not my work at all—God forbid that

I should say this—it was the Lord’s

work. Mr. English read the Bible I had

given him, he read the books of Scott,

Paley, Ambrose, and Augustin, and he

prayed
;
and I hope and trust the Lord

has touched his heart
;

he no longer

considers it as a delusion, w-hen I speak
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with him of the hope which is in me.

I called to day on Osman Noureddin

Effendi, a Mussulman by birth, a young

gentleman, perhaps, twenty-seven years

of age; he travelled some years ago

through Switzerland, France, and Italy,

at the expence of the Pasha
;
he under-

stands the Italian, French, English,

Persian, Arabic, and Turkish tongues
;

he is now employed by the Pasha to

translate the French works into the

Arabic tongue. I have already men-

tioned to you, that we sometimes read

Persian together, and I made him a

present of an Arabic, Persian, Turkish,

and French New Testament, Reports of

the Bible Society, and Buchanan’s Re-

searches, aud other books, proving the

truth of the Christian religion. I was

rejoiced to perceive that he had read the

New Testament, some weeks after I re-

turned to him. He made me a present

of a hook called Fakhr Aldin, in the

Persian tongue, a most beautiful manu-
script, which I have sent to you as a

little mark of the gratitude I feel to-

wards you
;
should you not be pleased

with it, I beg you to send it to the

Jewish Seminary at Stansted park.

I shall stop some weeks at Jaffa,

with the intention of perfecting myself
in the Spanish tongue

;
aud as Mr. Salt

has kindly procured me letters of intro-

duction for the Armeuian convent at

Jerusalem, I shall lodge in that convent

and learn the Turkish language, for

after that 1 shall be perfect master of

the Turkish and Spauish languages. I

shall then be qualified, by God’s grace,

to converse, not only with all the Jews
scattered from the columns of Hercules

to the Ganges, but with all the Jews
throughout the world, and then I have
nothing to do, but to pray for a blessing

from above, without which all my la-

bours, and all the knowledge of lan-

guages, will be of no use at all. I

shall, exactly on my arrival at Jeru-

salem, regulate myself after the instruc-

tions you have given me
;
that is, I shall

leave aside for some time, the Jews and
Catholics, and read in the Armenian
couvent the Turkish New Testament,
and the writings of St. Niersus, the

Augustine of Armenia. Oh, how happy
should I be, if you would come to me
at Jerusalem, and Mr. Bayford, and
the Rev. Lewis Way.

Dan Rafael de Monads, once pro-

fessor of Arabic at Paris, has given me
letters of introduction for mount Le-
banon. I have sent you two books,
containing the original of my journals,

by E. C. Esq.

I am exceedingly rejoiced, that I have
been able to maintain the truth of the
Gospel, without having given offence to
any body

;
on the contrary, there are Jew s,

as for instance, Elias Haja, and others,

who became my most intimate friends

and Osman Noureddin has become ac-

quainted with the principles of the Gos-
pel, and the tendency of Christian

missions, without my having one single

controversy with him. My master, Mus-
taffa Effendi, has written to you and
professor Lee, stating, that he observed
my arguments against the Jews, have
been stronger than they used. The Jews
at Cairo have provided me w ith letters

to Jews at Jerusalem.

You cannot conceive the joy the
monks upon Sinai expressed, when I

brought to them the word of God. I

would have written long ago to Sir
Thomas Baring, and thanked him for
his kind recommendation, if I had not
been so much engaged.

There is no doubt, but that the con-
duct of Mr. Salt has greatly contributed
to Mr. English’s alteration

;
Mr. Salt

continued to treat Mr. E. with love,

even after he had renounced the Lord,
and Mr. English himself told me, that
he met, in Mr. Salt, a gentleman of
the old English school.

I am, your’s, &c.

Joseph Wolff.
To Henry Drummond

,
Esq.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM
MR. M‘CAUL.

A further account has heen received

from Mr. M‘Caul, which will be read
with interest.

Posen
,
March 22, 1822.

My dear Sir,

I shall now proceed to give you
some account of our proceedings, since

Mr. Becker’s of the 3d of March. That
described the immense concourse of Jews,
that stormed our lodging, Saturday the2d

.

The following morning they again as-

sembled in great numbers, so early as
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half past seven, but we declined giving

any tracts, as we did not wish that any

tumult should take place on the Sabbath.

They remained before the house until

half past nine : in the evening they re-

assembled, but finding that no books

were distributed, they went away quietly.

Monday morning at eight o’clock, they

again began to visit us, and Saturday’s

scene would have been repeated, if the

government had not kindly sent to our

assistance a gend’arme. The Police

director also visited us, aud gave the

necessary directioms to preserve order.

No more than five Jews were permitted

to enter at once. We thus continued to

distribute until twelve o’clock;, when the

small provision of tracts by us, com-
pelled us to desist, in order to preserve

some for the following days. The num-
ber oftracts distributed, amounted to 1 83,

that of Testaments, to 24. The following

day crowds of Jews came again, and
60 the whole week, so that our stock'

-

was soon exhausted. It is remarkable

that every Jew, without exception, who
has visited us since our arrival, asked

for the New Testament. We had but

thirty with us, these we lent
;

eleven

have been brought back, and again lent

to others
;

in addition to our own, we
procured a dozen of German Testaments

from the Bible Society, which we have

also lent. Three young men who had
borrowed New Testaments from us re-

turned them, declaring their belief of the

truth therein contained, but not yet

strong enough to renounce all for Christ’s

sake. These and many other examples,

show how good is Dr. Pinkerton’s advice,

not to look for individual conversions,

but quietly to sow the seed where we have
opportunity—now is only seed time, and
it would be prematuve to look for that

fruit that can only be had in the great

harvest. The want of books did not at

all prevent the Jews from visiting us

—

almost every day many have come to

converse upon the Christian religion,

and the only bitter spirits that we have

seen, were some Jews who have been in

England. One middle aged man re-

mained here, one morning, for near three

hours, reading w ith Becker Mr. Simeon’s
‘ Gospel contained in the Old Testament,’

and hearing his remarks. I was in the

mean time occupied with several others,

discussing various prophecies relating to

the Messiah, especially Hosea iii. 5.

One young man, when he heard me re-

mark, that we only sought those things,

which we were not in possession of, ex-

claimed with great earnestness, ‘ I will

go and seek the Lord my God, that I may
find him

5
’ amongst the many persons

who came to converse with us, were two

several parties, the one consisting of five

the other of four old Jews, particularly

astonished us. They did not come for

tracts, as they- themselves told us, but

to discourse with us, if we permitted them

;

each party remained about an hour, aud

heard us with the utmost attention, and

without the least ^contradiction : what

they had to object, which was very

little, they delivered with a mildness and

meekness of spirit which gratified us

exceedingly. The spirit of enquiry has

also seized some of the young men who
study with the Rabbi. They assemble

in the house of a certain teacher, at night,

to read the New Testament, and to ex-

amine the proofs advanced for the truth

of Christianity. We have distributed

413 tracts which we brought from War-
saw, about 130 cards, and have lent New
Testaments successively to more than

fifty persons. We have in addition, dis-

tributed 120 tracts and six Testaments,

being part of a supply received from SirG.
Rose

j
amongst the applicants of the lat-

ter, was a messenger from the head rabbi

at Kempen, a famous Jewish town, twrenty

two German miles distant. The under

rabbicame himselffor one. The rabbi from

Bromberg also sent to us, but we had not

one at the time. Last week Becker made
a small tour to visit several towns in the

neighbourhood of Posen, he will send

the particulars the next post day
;
during

his absence, I was not allowed to be idle,

as (two days) after he set out, I had more
than seventy Jews to visit me. 1 had also

conferences with pious Christians, who ex-

pressed a wish to establish a Society here.

Monday evening, D. V. will be the first

regular meeting, when all things will be

officially arranged, so that by the next

post, we hope to send you a full account

of the Posen Society for promoting

Christianity amongst the Jews.

I am, your’s, &c.

A.M‘Caul.

The List of Contributions is omitted for want of room.
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